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To  the  READER. 

A  FTER  fo  many  fabulous  pub- 
lications,    purpofely  calculat- 
ed to  hide  or  mifreprefent  matters 
of  facfl,   nothing  could   induce  the 
editor  of  the  foregoing  and  following 
letters   to  let  theoi  loofe,  but  that 
duty    by   which  every  honeft  man 
is,   or  ought  to  be  bound,   to  detedl 
vice,  hitherto  patronized  under  the 
mafic    of    perfecuted     and   injured 
virtue.     The  fadls  fet  forth  in  thefe 
letters,  are  warranted  to  be  indifpu- 
tably  true ;  and  certain    it  is,   the 
editor  would  by  no  means  ftoop   to 
a  publication  of  fuch  fcenes  of  pre- 
concerted  impoftures,  and   infamy, 
if  the  celebrated  aBrefs  of  thefe  very 
fcenes  had  not,  by  the  fourberia  della 
Vol.  II.  a  z  fcena, 
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fcena,  as  (the  Italians  call  it)   pafled 
for  what  (he  never  was,  either  born  or 
bred,  a  princefs,  a  woman  of  quality , 
or  a  gentlewoman.     If  filent  and  juft 
contempt  of  this  woman's  fcurrili- 
ties  and  libels,  could  poffibly  give  or 
have  adhially  given  any  credit  among 
the  public  to  her  incredible  tale— - 
it  is  high  time  to  knock  away  the 
corner   ftone    of   fuch    credit,    by 
(hewing  who  and  what  fhe   is,   as 
well  as  what  fhe  has  been,  from  the 
day  of  her  birth,   down  to  the  time 
that  fhe  herfelf,  or  fome  of  her  black 
fatellitesy    infulted  the   public*   with 
a  curious  caricature  of  her  entering 
the  felons  dock,  bound  by  the  Ceftus 
of  Venus    and  furrounded  by  the 
Graces, 

Semper  ego  auditor  tantum 
Nunquamne  reponam  ? 


LETTER      XX. 

Madam, 

A  Time  will  certainly  come  for  the 
diicovery  of  truth  and  juftice: 
when  the  actions  of  individuals  mall  be 
minutely  can  valid,  and  di  veiled  of  the 
mail-;  of  hypocrify.  How  will  you  and 
your  colleague  be  able  to  abide  the  ri- 
gour of  fucn  an  inqu'ucian,  or  to  ftand 
the  judgment  of  that  day  f  Your  heads 
and  hearts  will  be  weighed  in  the  fcales 
of  impartial  juftice  :  and  it  fttall  then  ap- 
pear that  the  principles  of  truth  and  e- 

Vol.  II.  .  B  quity 
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quity  have  been  fometimes  overbalanced 
by  the  pafllons  and  prejudices  of  the  hu- 
man mind. — But  this  mode  of  reafoning, 
may  be  too  grave  and  folemn  for  the  pre- 
fent  plan  :  we  will  therefore  proceed  with 
our  narrative. 

Dark  and  eccentric  as  the  windings  of 
our  heroine  confefTedly  are,  yet  we  are 
enabled  to  trace  her  from  the  meridian  at 
the  Temple  to  Meard's  court  in  Dean 
ftreet  Soho,  as  the  next  place  of  abode. 
Here  fhe  had  a  promifcuous  levy,  and  a 
great  variety  of  vifitors,  of  *  Jews  as 
well  as  Heretics.  You  mud  perfectly  re- 
member thefe  lodgings,  and  how  you  was 
fruftrated  in  a  certain  fcheme  before  you 
could  equip  yourfelf  and  in  the  manner 
concerted  for  the  reception  of  a  noble 

Lord, 

•  P— -r~  ra,  S— 1— e,  and  others. 
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Lord,  and  of  his  years  remarkable  for 

gallantry. 

f  This  ridiculous  Lord  took  an  of- 
ficious part  when  your  then  name 
was  inferted  in  a  bill  of  divorce;  and 
his  conduct  on  the  occafion  hath  tar- 
nimed  the  luftre  and  honour  of  a  re- 
fpectable  body.  Perhaps,  you  had  ap- 
prized him  of  your  own  difgrace,  and 
by  your  entreaties  prevailed  on  his 
dotage  to  ftand  forth  in  behalf  of  a  foul 
adultrefs,  to  obftruct  the  regular  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice  and  the  ufual  forms  of 
bufmefs.  This  is  an  heavy  charge  a- 
gainft  any  individual  member  of  the 
community  •,  but  much  more  fo  when  it 
is  applied  as  a  matter  of  fact  to  the  con- 
duel: 

f  Ld.  F— 
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duct  of  an  honourable  member  of  the  le- 
giflature  m  his  public  capacity.  If  the 
perfonage  alluded  to  is  really  actuated  by 
the  pure  principles  of  honour  and  ho- 
nefty,  he  ought  to  make  an  immediate, 
compenfation  to  the  injured  party. 

You,  Madam,  will  one  day  appear  in 
very  extraordinary  colours.  About  this 
time  of  intrigue  in  Meard's  court,  you 
and  your  colleague  carried  on  the  mod 
fcandalous  correfpondence,  and  had  three 
different  lodgings  for  the  purpofes  of  ri- 
ot and  proilitution.  We  fhall  purpofely 
wave  the  recital  of  many  particulars,  tho5 
flrictly  true  ;  being  fatisfted  they  would 
have  but  little  weight  either  with  the 
beau  mond'e  or  the  canaille, — Befides  the 
apartments  at  Mr.  Morman's,  there  was 
another  at  Mrs.  Maiden's,   in  Air  ftreet 

Piccadilly;, 
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Piccadilly,  kept  at  a  joint  expence  -,  and 
a  third  at  the  white  houfe  in  Warwick 
flreet  feparately  for  yourfelf.  It  was  at 
this  houfe,  that  the  fervant  who  gave 
evidence  the  o:her  day*  before  an  angufl 
aOembly,  law  you  in  bed  with  one  of 
your  lovers  when  ihe  brought  him  the 
cap,  and  where  you  paifed  for  a  long 
time  under  the  feigned  name  of  Mrs. 
Read.  The  many  infamous  tranfactions 
carried  on  at  thefe  different  lodgings 
tranfcend  human  conception,  and  are  al- 
mofl  incredible,  were  they  not  well  au- 
thenticated and  have  been  duly  attefted. 

At  this  period  you  and  your  colleague 
lived  on  amicable  terms,  and  treated  one 
another  with  feeming  cordiality  and  po- 
ll tenefs  \    except  a  little  coolncfs  now  &xd 

then 

*   When  Mr.  Jenkins's  divorce  bill  pafled. 
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then  on  account  of  your  different  para- 
mours, and  fometimes  a  flight  quarrel 
occafioned  by  a  fit  of  jealoufy  :  more 
particularly,  when  a  ferious  difpute  arofe 
which  had  the  prettied:  bed-fellow  at 
French  George's  houfe  in  Leicefter  fields. 
It  is  neither  repugnant  to  truth  nor  a 
bold  alTertion,  here  to  affirm  once  for  all, 
that  there  never  exifted  in  any  part  of 
the  globe  two  fuch  abandoned  wives  as 
you  and  your  colleague.  Ye  are  the 
difgrace  of  the  prefent  age,  and  will  be 
the  deteftation  of  poflerity. 

Perhaps,  this  joint  defcription  may  not 
be  flriclly  regular,  or  conformable  to  the 
plan  of  our  narrative  :  but  as  you  and 
our  heroine  have  gone  on,  as  it  were, 
hand  in  hand  together — fome  anecdotes 
of  the  counterpart  may  be  acceptable  as 

well 
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well  as  necefiary  to  illuftrate  the  feveral 
facts.  For  a  fcheme  may  probably  have 
been  formed  by  one  of  you,  improved 
by  the  other,  and  ftill  further  heightened 
by  an  happy  coalition  of  fentiment  in 
both :  as  fire  is  (truck  out  by  a  mutual 
collifion  of  flint  and  fteel.  And  it  would 
be  no  lofs  to  the  public  or  to  the  peace  of 
individuals,  if  providence  mould  fo  or- 
der matters,  that  both  of  you  fhould 
make  your  exit  together  at  a  certain  place, 
where  better  and  more  ufeful  fubjects 
have  exhibited. 

But  before  ye  are  thus  difpofed  of,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  remind  you  of 
the  refpectable  perfons  who  waited  on 
you  at  the  feveral  lodgings.  Sullivan, 
White,  Kildare  and  Caton— in  a  word, 
a  gang  of  the  mofc  notorious  pimps  were 


con- 
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conftantly  in  pay,  and  caterers  to  your 
profligacy  and  pleafures.  Although  the 
revenues  derived  from  a  free  trade  and  a 
promifcuous  commerce  with  various  cuf- 
tomers  were  very  confiderable ;  yet  on 
balancing  accounts,  it  is  faid  on  good 
grounds,:  that  the  above  gentry  ran  away 
with  all  the  profits,  confidering  the  hiring 
cloaths,  poundage  and  other  cxpenfive 
circumftances. 

At  a  time  when  all  wife  heads  are  con- 
fidering the  ways  and  means  to  raife  tax- 
es that  may  prove  the  leaft  opprcfnve  to 
indigence,  and  the  moil  effectually  re- 
ftri&ive  of  luxury,  it  is  a  matter  of  fur- 
prize  that  fome  able  financier  has  not 
Humbled  on  a  mode  of  levying  a  tax  on 
thefe  vermine,  the  pefts  of  fociety  and  a 
nuifance  to  all  foci  all  virtues  or  domeftic 
ftapuinefs. 


At 
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At  the  prefent  critical  juncture  of  af~ 
fairs,  if  an  abfolute  prohibition  be  im- 
practicable, would  it  be  unreafonable  that 
an  heavy  duty  mould  be  laid  on  the  im- 
portation of  French  fafhions  and  fop^- 
peries  into  this  kingdom — on  French. 
cooks,  valets  dechambre,  milliners  and 
frifleurs — upon  rouge  and  carmine — -on  all 
Bagnios,  French-wine-houfes,  and  on  all 
places  of  public  intrigue,  and  the  more 
retired  ones  of  private  refort. 

There  are  many  other  particulars  in 
the  fa(hionable  world,  which  might  be 
turned  in  the  fame  manner  to  public  uti- 
lity at  this  alarming  crifis.  A  tax  on 
licentious  wives,  for  example — who  are 
now  fo  very  numerous,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  but  a  duty  properly  levied  on 
them   would    greatly   contribute   to  the 

Vol.  II.  C  main- 
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maintenance  of  the  widows  of  our  foldiers 
and  failors,  who  have  fallen  in  the  pre- 
fent  conteft  with  the  American  colonies, 
or  may  happen  to  be  killed  in  the  fervice 
of  our  fovereign  before  thefe  differences 
fhall  fuccefsfully  terminate  or  be  happily 
accommodated. 

And  we  humbly  prefume  to  fuggeft  in 
addition  to  this  plan,  and  to  make  vice 
and  folly  further  contribute  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  national  affairs,  that  MefTrs. 
White,  Kildare,  and  the  reft  of  the  fra- 
ternity of  pimps,  retained  as  caterers  to 
the  voluptuous  and  libertines  of  the  age, 
fhould  enter  all  the  Hacks  in  their  fervice 
at  an  office  to  be  immediately  eftablifhed 
for  this  purpofe. 

Finally,  we  recommend  that   all  mar- 
ried 
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tied  women,  whether  of  fufpicious  cha- 
racters or  thofe   legally  divorced,  ihould 
be  properly  marked   and  numbered  like 
the  hackney-coaches  -y    efpecially  that  the 
two  Duennas  who  are  the  more  immedi- 
ate objects  of  this  narrative,  may  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  a  confpicuous  appointment, 
adequate  to  their  merit  and  public  fervi- 
ces. And  that  our  plan  is  neither  im- 
practicable nor  chimerical,  we  could  re- 
fer to  the  truth  of  hiflory  and  precedents 
on  fimilar  conjunctures :    efpecially  of  a 
queen  of  France  who  abfolutely  adopted 
the  very  fcheme  with  fuccefs,    and  at  a 
very  alarming  crifis  of  public  affairs. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      XXL 

Mada  m, 

T  TAriocts  and  manifold  arc  the  ridicu- 
■  lous  fhifts  to  which  the  extrava- 
gant part  of  mankind  are  fometimes  re- 
duced. When  the  certain  fupplies  of 
a  regular  income  are  exhaufted,  they  are 
obliged  to  can:  about  for  ready  cafh,  and 
let  their  own  ingenuity  to  work,  in  order 
to  devife  means  of  repairing  their  finan- 
ces. 

Such  attempts  to  enlarge  their  reve- 
nues, have  frequently  driven  perfons 
endowed  with  a  fublimity  of  foul  added  to 
a  refinement  of  fentiment,  into  very  un- 
common undertakings.     They  have  fent 

women 
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women  of  delicate  feelings  to  unlawful 
aiTemblies,  to  the  dirty  haunts  of  merce- 
nary pimps,  and  fometimes  to  the  pawn, 
broker's  (hop.  Suck  the  fate,  and  fuch 
has  been  the  cafe  of  our  heroine  !  it  is 
undeniable,  that  the  honed  and  induftri- 
ous  are  fometimes  forced  to  fupply  their 
neceffities  by  fuch  methods :  but  on  a 
ftrict  enquiry  it  will  appear,  that  the  fe- 
veral  articles  in  our  mifcellaneous  ware- 
houfes  and  repofitories,  are  the  property 
of  the  idle  and  infamous  among  the  vul- 
gar, or  the  prodigal  and  luxurious  a- 
mong  the  great. 

Though  our  heroine  had  feverai  good 
cuilomers  at  her  lodgings  in  Meard's 
Court,  yet  from  an  unbounded  extrava- 
gance, or  the  want  of  ceconomy,  her 
finances    at    intervals    were    exceedingly 

fcantv. 


[     16     J 

fcanty.  Confidering  the  immenfe  fums 
of  money  received  from  occafional  vifi- 
tors,  or  extorted  from  rich  Ifraelites,  it 
is  truly  aftonifhing,  where,  and  how  the 
whole  could  be  applied  or  expended. 
Perhaps,  a  princely  revenue  would  not 
furHce  for  the  prodigalities  of  an  aban- 
doned woman.  Cleopatra  may  ferve  as 
an  inftance  among  the  antients,  as  well 
as  Mrs.  Rudd  in  modern  times.  It  is  a 
difagreeable  circumftance,  that  the  rules 
of  biography  oblige  us  to  collec*l  fome 
trifling  particulars,  and  to  relate  diftreff- 
ful  occurrences. 

At  thefe  lodgings  in  Meard's  Court, 
notwithstanding  the  moft  plaufible  ap- 
pearances,  even  *  Mutter  the  Frifeur,  has 

frequently 

*  Mr.  Muller,   row   lives   at   No.    io>  Great 
Rutfel  Street. 
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frequently  (applied  our  heroine  with  the 
loan  of  two  or  three  guineas  at  a  time ; 
and  one  Robin/on,  a  Taylor,  who  lived 
in  the  fame  court,  would  not  part  with 
a  fuit  of  livery,  which  fhe  had  befpoke 
for  a  fervant,  till  he  mould  receive  the 
money,  or  fufficient  fecurity.  Knowing 
the  honeft  fame  of  his  employer,  he  was 
determined  not  to  be  a  dupe  to  promifes 
and  plaufible  pretences.  How  could  a 
tradefman  have  the  effrontery  to  be  thus 
uncivil  to  the  foftnefs  of  the  fex,  or  af- 
front a  lady  of  fuch  delicate  feelings  ! 

Hence,  Mailer  the  Hair-dreffrr  was 
prevailed  upon  to  give  his  note  for  the 
cloaths,  to  the  taylor  -,  and  to  carry  let- 
ters for  our  heroine  when  deftitute  of 
cafh,  to  a  certain  Jew,  who  then  lived  in 
Yo-k    Buildings.      When    this  obliging 

tradefman 


[     i8     ] 

tradefman  waited  on  her  the  next  time, 
in  the  way  of  his  profefiion,  he  has  feen 
plenty  of  money  in  confequence  of 
the  application  to  the  amorous  Levite.— • 
But  Mr.  Muller  on  a  time  was  requeued 
to  pawn  a  diamond  ring,  which  he  did 
for  feven  guineas  ;  this  money  being  in 
immediate  requeft,  was  delivered  to  Mrs. 
Rudd,  but  for  particular  reafons,  he  kept 
the  pawnbroker's  card. 

The  lady  loon  wanted  this  favourite 
ring,  or  at  lead  the  name  and  particu- 
lars of  the  pawnbroker  where  it  was  lodg- 
ed. Muller  beg*d  to  be  excufed,  till  he 
fhould  be  paid  his  bill,  and  the  contents 
of  his  own  note  of  hand,  which  he  had 
now  been  obliged  to  take  up  from  Robih- 
fon  the  tayior.  Muller  could  by  no  means 
get  tins  money,   tho'   he  received   many 

polite 
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polite  apologies,  till  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1770,  when  he  gave  up  the 
pawnbroker's  memorandum  of  the  ring, 
and  was  paid  his  bill  at  the  Cardigan 
Tavern,  Charing  Grafs.  The  perfon 
who  adj ailed  this  bafirtefs  with  Mailer* 
is  novv  no  more  : — he  was  led  to  the  final 
goal  of  unpicied  ignominy,  by  the  arts 
and  villainy  of  a  deltructive  fyren. 

But  here  we  mull;  not  omit  an  anec- 
dote •,  or  to  inform  the  public,  that  Mr. 
Garret  Burton  was  a  principal  a&or  in 
tht  Drama,  at  Meard's  Court,  and  in  the 
train  of  oar  heroine's  admirers.  This 
infatuated  perfon,  lavijloed  more  treafure 
and  endearments  on  our  heroine's  perfon, 
than  either  his  circumflances  or  confu- 
tation would  well  allow — Th:s  Gentle- 
man by  the  intereft  of  a  royal  Duke,  and 
Vol.  II.  D  on 
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on  certain  ftipulations,  was  made  col- 
lector of  the  cuftoms  at  Dominica — an 
appointment  with  a  very  confrierable  re- 
venue. But  this  unfortunate  man,  like 
many  more,  had  contracted  a  diftemper 
from  too  clofe  an  attachment  to  the 
charms  of  Mrs.  Rudd,  and  which  baf- 
fled the  fkill  of  the  faculty,  as  well  as  the 
powers  of  medicine.  When  Govern- 
ment being  under  the  neceftity  of  order- 
ing him  to  embark  for  the  place  of  his 
appointment,  alas !  in  his  route  to  Ply- 
mouth, he  died — a  martyr. 

What  a  multitude  of  fins  will  fall  to 
the  fhare  of  a  certain  female  ! — and  what 
a  number  of  ufeful  fubjecls  have  come 
to  an  untimely  cataitrophe,  from  an  in- 
timacy with  the  mod  artful  and  aban- 
doned of  the  fex  ! 

LETTER 
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LETTER       XXII. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

T^  R  O  M  Mr.  Morman's,  in  Meard's 
A  Court,  our  heroine  removed  to  Mrs. 
Johnfon's,  in  Hollen  Street,  and  where 
for  reaibns  bed  known  to  herfelf,  me 
afiumed  the  name  of  Gore.  This  lady- 
was  peculiarly  dexterous  in  fluffing  her 
quarters,  and  no  lefs  ib  in  afluming  a 
orreat  variety  of  names.  Here  Hie  carri- 
ed  on  a  correfpondence  with  many  per- 
fons  of  affluent  circumftances  -,  efpecially 
with  her  old  friend  the  Iiraelite,  and  a 
noble  Nabob  of  immenfe  wealth. 

This  king  of  Nabobs,  has   the  credit 
of  being  a  great  benefactor  to  our  hero- 
ine, 
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ine,  tho'  he  did  not  long  furvive  the  pe- 
riod of  her  acquaintance.  For  foon  after 
the  commencement  of  an  intimacy  with 
Mrs.  Gore,  he  was  feized  by  a  fafhionable 
paroxifm,  and  took  his  voyage  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  is  affirmed  by 
perfons  of  good  information  and  ve- 
racity, that  this  Afiatic  plunderer  allow- 
ed our  heroine  at  this  period,  eight  hun- 
ched pounds  a  year,  for  the  fake  of  a 
tete-a-tete  party  now  and  then ;  and 
it  is  alio  affirmed,  that  the  pretended  le- 
gacy paid  by  the  truftee,  could  come 
from  no  other  quarter.  It  might  be  fo, 
for  ought  we  know  to  the  contrary. 

During  thefe  lucrative  connexions  Mrs. 
Gore,  as  fhe  was  called  at  prefent,  was 
enabled  to  figure  in  high  life,  appeared 
with  that  eclat  and  fphndour  fo  pleating 

to 
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to  her  own  wishes,  as  well  as  flattering  to 
female  vanity.  Profperity  Teemed  now 
the  portion  of  her  better  days — for  me 
had  rich  cloaths,  kept  an  equipage  with 
many  attendants  arrayed  in  coftly  livery ; 
and  me  was  withal  poJTcfTed  of  jewels 
and  fantaftical  trinkets  in  abundance. 

It  was  at  this  houfe,  and  under  thefe 
peculiar  circumftances,  that  an  old  ac 
qmintance,  as  mentioned  in  a  preceding 
letter,  was  forced  to  fend  repeateu  mef- 
fages  for  charity,  and  to  apprize  her  of 
his  poverty.  It  was  at  this  time,  tint 
the  mod  diftreffed  of  hufbands,  being 
returned  from  abroad,  and  in  daily  want 
of  the  common  neceffaries  of  life,  made 
application  by  different  perfons  for  fome 
relief  to  his  urgent  ncceffities.  Meeting 
with  no  rcdreis  from  this  mode  of  {ap- 
plication 
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plication,  and  being  well  afTured  that  his 
wife  revelled  in  fcenes  of  plenty  and  vo- 
luptuoufnefs,  he  one  day  perfonally  re- 
paired to  the  place  of  her  abode,  and  ex- 
hibited a  fcene  of  uncommon  poverty 
and  diftrefs.  Yet  all  this  availed  him 
nothing.  The  mod  deplorable  object  in 
nature,  could  not  extort  a  grain  of 
charity,  or  one  tear  of  pity  from  the 
mod  uncharitable  wife.  Being  at  length 
threatened  with  a  conftable,  a  poor 
itarving  hufband  was  heard  to  depart 
with  this  artlefs  complaint,  or  words  to 
this  effect. 

"  O  !  Peggy,  Peggy,  you  have  now  for- 
got that  I  fent  you  back  to  your  grand- 
mother at  Lurgan,  and  fcrupuloufly  for- 
bore to  take  any  advantage  of  your  youth, 
or  of  your  attachment  to  me,  notwith- 

ftanding 
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Handing  you  followed  me  twenty  miles. 
You  have  alfo  forgot  that  I  married  you 
in  an  unguarded  hour — that  I  have  fold 
my  patrimony,  and  expended  my  all  to 
pay  your  debts,  and  indulge  your  pro- 
digalities. That  I  have  been  always 
partial  to  your  levities  and  extravagance  -, 
and  there  are  many  perfons  who  can  tes- 
tify how  tender  and  affectionate  my  be- 
haviour to  you  has  proved,  and  that  I 
could  have  killed  the  ground  whereon 
you  trod.  Surely  !  I  merit  better  treat- 
ment at  you  hands,  in  this  my  deep  dif- 
treis,  Oh  !  mod  ungrateful  of  women  !'' 
— This  is  an  artlcfs  tale,  as  well  as  a 
matter  of  facb,  and  what  Mrs.  Wright- 
fon  of  Buckingham  Court  and  others  are 
ready  to  teftify. 

As  Mr.  Rudd  bears  an  interefting  part 

through 
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.through  the  whole  of  this  narrative,  and 
feveral  particulars  have  been  already- 
mentioned  relative  to  this  unfortunate 
hufband,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  in- 
troduce him  once  more  upon  the  ftage: 
Soon  after  the  fkirmifh  and  final  repara- 
tion in  Park  Street,  and  to  avoid  the 
confequences  of  his  wife's  fvvearing  the 
peace  again  ft  him,  this  perlecuted  man 
went  to  France,  and  continued  there  as 
long  as  it  was  pofiible  to  fubfilt.  Being 
in  a  ftran2;e  land  without  friends  or  ere- 
dit,  he  wras  forced  to  return  pennylefs 
to  England,  as  well  as  he  could  and  in 
the  utrnaft  diilrcis.  As  foon  as  he  reach- 
ed the  metropolis,  he  repaired  to  his  old 
quarters  in  the  ve-ge  of  the  court,  half- 
ftarved,   and  in    a  ragged  condition. 

Thus  circumftanced,   he  beeped  cha- 

rity 
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rity  of  his  former  friends  and  acquain- 
tance ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  their 
humanity,  and  the  kindnefs  of  his  land- 
lady, who  allowed  him  the  run  of  the 
kitchen,  and  a  bed  in  the  garret^  he 
mud  inevitably  have  perilhed  in  the 
ftreets.  It  was  at  this  juncture,  and 
from  this  place  that  he  made  applicati- 
ons to  his  wife  for  fome  temporary  relief. 
At  laft,  by  the  benevolence  of  friends, 
and  his  relations  at  St.  Alban's,  he  was 
equipped  and  embarked  for  Ireland  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1 77 1  :  and  was  alive 
at  Dublin,  fince  the  detection  of  the  for- 
geries by  his  wife  and  her  colleagues, 
as  we  ihall  fee  by  and  bye,  and  notwith- 
Handing  the  oath  which  Mrs.  Rudd  took 
before  the  Juflices  at  Hicks's  Hall,  that 
flie  was  a  widow. 

Vol.  IL  E  LETTER 
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LETTER      XXIII. 

Madam, 

TV  /f  Atrimony  has  long  been  treated 
^  by  the  fafhionable  part  of  the 
world  as  a  vulgar  error.  Several  per- 
fons  have  a  right  to  difclaim,  or  at 
leaft  to  lament  the  engagement  fr0m 
the  conduct  of  our  modern  wives :  bur 
no  one  ought  with  more  juftice  to  concur 
in  this  opinion  than  the  unfortunate  huf- 
band  fo  immediately  connected  with  the 
thread  of  this  narrative.  Recent  ac- 
counts of  his  mifery  and  afflictions  will 
ferve  to  illuftrate  the  truth  of  this  obfer- 
vation ;  and  with  which  we  fhall  clofe 
this  letter  and  bid  a  final  adieu  to  this 
perfecuted  man. 

Modern 
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Modern  wedlock,  as  an  ingenious  au- 
thor fomewhere  remarks,  may  be  rather 
faid  to  divide  than  to  unite :  or  at  leaft, 
if  matrimony  ever  brings  folks  together, 
efpecially  in  the  beau-monde,  it  is  only  to 
feparate  them  the  more  effectually. 

Tofpeak  philofophically  and  according 
to  the  principles  of  action  and  re-action 
where  two  bodies  are  drawn  together  by 
a  violent  attraction,  they  immediately  fly 
off,  and  are  driven  back  again  from  each 
other  •,  by  the  principles  of  repulfion. 
This  is  often  and  too  generally  the  cafe 
in  a  ftate  of  matrimony. 

To  exemplify  thefe  reflections,  we 
need  only  to  advert  and  inveftigate  the 
genteel  walks  in  life,  where  the  beha- 
viour of  individuals  will  certainly  prove 
that  marriage  is  the  moil  effectual  me- 
thod 
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thpd  to  keep  two  perfons  afunder  ;  and 
that  it  is  altogether  impolite  for  man  and 
wife  ever  to  be  feen  together  in  public, 
few  inftances  excepted. 

Hence, genteel  couples,  if  report  may 
be  credited,  have  feparate  amufements, 
pay  feparate  vifits,  keep  feparate  com- 
pany, lie  in  feparate  beds,  and  are  fel~ 
4om  feen  together,  except  at  a  mafque- 
rade  or  at  bagnios  by  accident  and  in  dif- 
guife.  The  example  of  fuperiors  has  a 
powerful  influence  on  the  behaviour  of 
the  vulgar  and  on  thofe  of  inferior  de- 
gree. No  doubt  but  our  heroine  had 
ambition  to  imitate  the  higheft  and  the 
mod  abandoned  characters.  The  love 
of  fame  governs  our  actions  more  uni- 
verfally  than  any  other  pafiion.  All  the 
reft  drop  off,  but  this  runs  through  our 

whole 
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whole  lives. So  much  for  matrimony 

and  modern  wives. 


Our  heroine  depofed  on  oath  before 
the  magiftrates,  that  Daniel  Perreau 
compelled  her  to  forge  the  Bond,  and 
to  fign  the  name  of  Wm.  Adair,  We 
will  not  pretend  to  determine  what  de- 
gree of  credit  is  due  to  this  evidence  of 
the  principal  :  But  we  cannot  forbear  to 
take  notice  of  another  bold  and  very  ex- 
traordinary (iep.  Mrs.  Rudd  fwore  be- 
fore the  juftices  at  Hickes'  Hall,  that 
me  was  a  widow.  Authentic  accounts 
from  Dublin  of  later  date,  and  now  with 
the  editor,   evince  the  contrarv. 

A  letter  of  Augufl  1775  from  a  pcrfon 
of  character  and  veracity,  runs  thus — 
f*  No  man  can  paint  the  mifery  of  Mr. 

Rudd's 
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Rudd's  fituation.  In  a  back  garret,  three 
ftories  high,  and  at  prefent  confined  to 
his  room.  A  great  deal  of  addrefs  was 
made  ufe  of  to  render  him  communica- 
tive. He  not  only  declared  himfelf  to 
be  the  identical  perfon,  but  gave  a  writ- 
ing fpecifying  his  marriage-,  that  her 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Youngfom 
Caroline  being  only  fictitious." 

Another  of  Oitober  1 775  has  thefe  very 
cxpreffions  :  "  The  peculiar  circumftan- 
ces  of  ficknefs,  poverty  and  mifery,  which 
that  unfortunate  perfon  Lieutenant  Rudd 
at  prefent  labours  under,  render  it  impof- 
fible  at  this  time  to  procure  the  informa- 
tion you  deiire.  He  lies  in  a  tv/o  pair 
flairs  .room  backward,  in  the  moft  abject 
condition,  loaded  with  filthy  rags  defign- 
ed  as  bedcloaths,    covered  with   vermin. 

His 
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His  perfon  all  fqualid  and  foul,  and  the 
apartment  of  fuch  a  putrid  fmell  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  remain  there." 

Another  letter  from  this  very  deplor- 
able hufband  of  March  1776,  and  figned 
Val.  Rudd,  to  Mr.  Wrightfon,  married 
to  Mrs.  Kennedy,  of  Buckingham  court, 
is  corroborative  of  all  the  reft. 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Wrightfon  ;  and  the  reaibn  of  my 
not  fending  to  her,  I  was  told  the  mo- 
ney would  be  paid,  and  not  to  delay  ons 
moment  for  fear  of  accidents.  When  I 
came  to  Ireland  I  found  I  had  Mrs. 
Rudd's  friends  to  combat  with.  I  (hall 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  find 
out  Mrs.  Rudd  and  tell  my  fituation  is 
beyond  defcription  moil  miferablc,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  not  fo  much  as  a  fecond  mirt  to  my 
back  •,  and  for  want  of  neceiTaries  and 
proper  nourifhment  is  fwarming  with 
vermin.  Her  uncle  defrauded  me  of  the 
eftate,  and  my  half  pay  is  in  arrears.  I 
have  been  robbed,  cheated  and  perfecuted 
from  place  to  place  where-ever  I  have 
been.  Let  her  conducl  be  what  it  will 
I  defire  not  to  make  it  public  to  the 
world  :  fhew  her  this  letter." 

This  letter  was  directed  to  Mrs. 
Wrightfon's  hufband  •,  and  concludes 
with  this  pofifcript :  4i  If  I  cannot  get 
cam  to  bring  me  to  England,  I  muft 
beg  my  way,  for  here  I  will  not  flay  : 
the  treatment  I  have  met  with  is  murder 
and  robbery.1' 

Thefe    authentic    accounts    need   no 

com- 
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comment   how  Mrs.  Rudd  could  fwear 

that  fhe  was  a  widow. However,  we 

cannot  with- hold  a  tear  of  pity  for  the 
fituation  and  afflictions  of  an  unfortunate 
hufband  ;  and  fmcerely  wifh  that  fuch 
another  wife  may  never  exift  in  this  or 
m  any  other  country. 


Vol.  II.  F  LETTER 
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LETTER       XXIV. 

Madam, 

IT  was  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
•*■  in  Hollen  Street,  that  the  unfortu- 
nate Daniel  Perreau  became  acquainted 
with  Mrs.  Gore,  alias  Rudd.  Hence 
more  ferious  and  interefting  fcencs  occur. 
The  day  following  the  firft  interview, 
this  extraordinary  pair  agreed  to  go  to 
the  Mafquerade,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
1770  j  and  appeared  in  the  fcenery  of 
lively  and  attractive  figures.  When  their 
fpirits  were  quite  exhaufted  with  the  fa- 
tigue and  ceremonies  of  the  place,  they 
adjourned  to  a  certain  retreat  in  Leicefter 
Fields,  always  open  for  the  reception 
of  both  fexes, 

The 
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The  one  was  drefTed  for  the  Maf- 
querade  as  night  and  day ;  the  other  as 
life  and  death.  This  fcene  was  the  foun- 
dation of  that  attachment  which  brought 
life  and  death  to  the  final' goal  of  unpi- 
lied  ignominy.  And  no  doubt  but  that 
unerring  power  who  fees  the  propriety 
of  all  events,  will  one  day  bring  his 
counterpart  night  and  day  to  a  fimilar 
cataflrophe.  Human  fagacity  feems  to 
deplore  that  tv\o  perfons  united  by  fo 
many  endearing  ties,  by  kindred  incli- 
nations, by  adventures  not  totally  dif- 
fimilar,  and  by  obligations  fo  generoufly 
conferred,  mould  not  quit  the  fame 
ftage  together. 

It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  Da- 
niel Prrreau  and  family,  had  he  declined 
all   further   connexion  with   Mrs.  Gore, 

when 
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when  he  perceived  the  embaraiTed  ftate 
of    her   finances. — Notwithftanding   the 
feveral  friends  and  cuftomers  who  waited 
on   her  at  this   houfe,  previous  to   any 
knowledge  of  Perreau— notwithftanding 
the  frequent   vifits  from   rich  Jews   and 
Nabobs,   and   the  great  eclat  and  fplen- 
dour   of  appearance;  yet   our    heroine's 
circumftances  at   this  period  were   rather 
perplexed  and  neceflitous.    Perreau,  foon 
after  the  commencement  of  this  acquain- 
tance  with    Mrs.  Gore,    found    her   one 
day    arrefted    for   fi:  ty    pounds,   at   the 
fuit  of  Ryder  ^  then    a    Silk    Mercer  of 
Coventry  Street;    and    threatened   to    be 
ferved    in    the    fame    manner    by   Smithy 
Milliner,   for  a   debt  of  greater  amount. 
Perreau  was  juftly  alarmed   on  account 
ofthefe  difagreeable  circumftances,  and 
propofed   to  withdraw  himfclf  from    all 

future 
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future  attachment.  However,  her  arts 
and  fafcinating  powers  overbalanced  eve- 
ry prudent  refolve;  and  the  fyren  pre- 
vailed on  him  not  only  to  extricate  her 
from  the  prefent  dilemma,  and  to  dis- 
charge other  demands,  but  to  be  the 
dupe  of  future  villainy  and  fcenes  of 
wicked  nefs. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  exculpate  this 
unfortunate  man,  or  to  infift  on  the 
innocency  of  his  conduct  in  feveral  par- 
ticulars. It  is  highly  probable  that  he 
acquieiced  in  many  fc hemes  of  an  ini- 
quitous tendency,  and  encouraged  her 
as  an  ufeful  inftrument  to  facilitate  his 
own  purpofes.  Such  is  the  voice  of  pro- 
bability, tho5  it  may  not  be  that  of  fact. 
He  mult  have  been  an  idiot  of  the  firft 
clafs   to   believe   all    thole  vagve  and  in- 

confifiens 
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confident  ftories,  which  he  hath  pu- 
blickly  acknowledged,  or  yield  them  an 
implicit  affent.  A  perfon  of  common 
fenfe  would  have  fufpected  fome  fraud 
and  deception  in  fuch  fairy  tales-,  or  at 
leaft  infift  on  an  immediate  interview 
with  fo  many  friends  and  benefactors 
behind  the  curtain.  Though  the  over- 
flowings of  gratitude  repeatedly  pre/Ted 
him  to  make  peribnal  acknowledgments 
for  fuch  fignal  favours  received  ;  yet  in 
this  he  was  coniiantly  prevented  by  a 
plaufible  excufe  fabricated  by  Mrs. 
Rudd.     But  the  fact  is  briefly   this : 

He  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
real  character  of  this  woman,  and  the 
profligacy  of  her  conduct.  He  knew 
that  fhe  had  lived  for  feveral  years  in 
town,  and  exifted  on  the  plunder  of  the 

public 
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public — that  fhc  had  been  engaged  in 
various  intrigues  —  and  that  whatever 
connexions  or  fortune  fhe  might  have, 
were  all  derived  from  the  revenues  of 
her  own  ingenuity,  and  the  advantages 
of  a  free  trade.  Yet  fuch  a  character, 
however  execrable,  might  prove  of  fer- 
vice  to  ibme  individuals  — But  here  we 
are  furnimed  with  an  anecdote  to  the 
purpofe,    and   worthy  the  genius   of  the 


A  noble  *  peer  came  frequently  to 
Mrs.  Johnibn's,  in  Hoilen  Street,  and  in 
as  private  a  manner  as  pcffible,  to  meet 
a  married  lady  on  terms  of  politenefs 
and  good  humour.  The  penetrating 
genius   of  our    heroine   feen   diicovercd. 

the 

*  u.  P . 
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the  parties  as  well  as  the  buiinefs  of  their 
more   retired    moments.       In   fnort,    me 
one  day    h,ad   the   art   and  effrontery   to 
trace   his    lordfhip  to    his  own  houfe — 
made  many  apologies  for  giving  fo  much 
trouble-— affured    the    noble   Lord,   that 
fhe  was  no  flranger  to  the  correfpondence 
carried  on  at  a  certain  houfe  between  him 
and   a  married  lady.     That  the  publica- 
tion of  this  affair  would  certainly  expofe 
his  lordfhip's  character,  and  to  the  difa- 
greeable  procefs    and   inconveniencies  of 
a   law-fuit  in   Weftminller  Hall.     That 
for  her  part,   fhe  was  heartily  difpofed  to 
fupprefs   the  matter  from  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of    the  public — but    for  fo 
important  a  fervice,   a  confiderable  fum 

cf  money  teas  abfolutely  neceffary need 

we  add,  that  Madam  fingered  the  cam  ? 

LETTER 
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LETTER       XXV. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

r  I  ^HERE  is  no  fcheme,  however  in- 
**■  famous  or  bale,  which  an  aban- 
doned woman  will  hefitate  to  accom- 
plifh;  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that 
our  heroine  would  flick  at  nothing,  when 
in  want  of  money.  The  anecdote  in  our 
laft  exemplifies  the  truth  of  this  afTerti- 
on.  It  is  therefore  the  more  aftonifhing, 
that  men  of  abilities  or  candour  mould 
proflitute  their  talents,  commence  advo- 
cates for  a  bad  caufe,  and  endeavour  to 
exculpate  an  indefenfibie  character.  One 
of  thefe  champions  in  a  laboured  pam- 
phlet, replete  with  falfhood  and  inconfif- 
tency,  has  had  the  effrontery  to  affert, 
Vol.  II.  G  that 
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that  our  heroine  always  lived  in  credit, 
and  in  affluent  circum fiances ;  and  that 
fhe  was  pofTeffed  of  a  large  fortune,  when 
the  connexion  commenced  with  Perreau, 
and  which  event  enabled  him  in  the 
month  of  May,  1770,  to  appear  with 
eclat  in  the  alley. 

But  this  bold  afTertion  is  incompatible 
with  the  line  of  truth,  as  well  as  with  the 
Hate  of  her  finances  at  that  time.  For 
Mrs.  Gore,  was  then  confiderably  in  debt, 
andfeveral  actions  commenced againft  her, 
at  the  fuit  of  different  creditors.  It  was 
remarked  in  our  laft,  that  Perreau  found 
her  arretted  at  this  period  for  a  confide- 
rable  fum,  which  he  contrived  to  dis- 
charge and  to  extricate  her  out  of  limilar 
difficulties.  How  then  comes  the  un- 
guarded author  of  the  pamohlet  before 

us, 
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us,  to  advance  flich  bare-faced  abfurdi- 
ties,  or  attempt  to  invalidate  the  ridiculous 
report  that  Daniel  relieved  her  at  this 
time  ?  So  lingular  an  inftance  of  falfhood 
in  any  writer,  is  fufficient  to  cancel  all 
pretentions  to  truth  and  impartiality,  or 
of  boafted  reference  to  potitive  facts. 
Perreau's  certificate  of  bankruptcy  might 
be  tigned,  for  ought  we  know,  on  the 
fourth  of  May,  when  the  intimacy  com- 
menced with  Mrs.  Gore;  yet  foon  after, 
an  Aunt  died  in  Taviflock  Street,  and 
left  him  the  feafonable  legacy  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  with  which  he 
was  weak  enough  to  difcharge  feveral  of 
Mrs.  Gore's  debts.  Many  inflances 
might  be  produced  of  Mrs.  Gore's  po- 
verty and  diftrefs  at  the  period  alluded 
to-,  but  we  fhali  confine  ourfelves  to  two 
facts  now  upon  record. 

It 
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It  appears  by  the  regifter  at  the  office 

in  Vine  Street  Piccadilly,  and  where  we 
refer  the  curious,  that  on  the  third  of 
July  1770,  Margaret  Cockburn,  mantua 
maker,  lummoned  Margaret  Gore  of 
Holien  Street,  to  the  Court  of  Confcience, 
for  thirty-nine  millings,  and  which  was 
paid  with  the  indulgence  of  a  week. 

On  the  twenty  fourth  of  the  fame 
month  and  year,  James  Lacey,  of  Story's 
gate,  porter,  and  whom  we  have  mention- 
ed on  former  occafions,  fummoned  Mar- 
garet Gore  of  Holien  Street,  for  twenty 
three  fhillings,  and  which  the  defendant 
paid  in  a  week.  Is  it  probable  that  a 
lady  of  fortune  and  affluent  circumftances 
would  be  expofcd  in  this  manner  for  trif- 
fling  fums,  if  porTefTed  of  the  power  or 
means  to  prevent  it  ? 

It 
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It  is  readily  allowed,   that   an  extraor- 
dinary perfon   appeared  at   our  heroine's 
trial,  and  fwore  that  Mrs.  Rudd  received 
fixteen   thoufand  pounds    from    an   un- 
known benefactor ;    yet  the  pretended  re- 
ceipt of  this  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
happened  a  long  time  fubfequent  to  the 
month   infilled  on,    and  by  the  writer  of 
the  pamphlet   before  us.      But  the  evi- 
dence of  this   unknown   witnefs   was  fo 
vague  and  indefinite  as  to  carry  little  or 
no    weight    with  the  intelligent  part  of 
mankind  :     and  would  pais  with  all  for 
an  artful  deception,  or  a  grofs  impofnion, 
if  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  character 
and    immaculate   purity   of  the  witnefs. 
For  Mrs.  Nightingale  was  no  lefs  a  per- 
fon than  the  identical  P — 1— y  H  ~»s  —  m, 
a  lady  long  verfed  in   all   the   hacknied 
ways  of  vice. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  there  was  fomething  peculiarly 
myfterious  through  the  whole  of  this 
performs  evidence,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  counfel  for  the  profecution  with, 
ail  their  abilities  and  chicane,  could  extort 
no  fatisfaclion  with  regard  to  feveral  in- 
tereiting  particulars.  When  afked,  who 
the  perfon  was  that  bequeathed  this  mo- 
ney, fhe  peremptorily  refufed  to  tell. 
When  deflred  to  name  the  truftee,  the 
uniwer  was  that  flje  did  not  chufe.  When 
the  court  interfered,  and  that  it  would 
be  no  imputation  on  the  truflee  to  tell 
his  name,  lhe  declined  any  reply.  When 
interrogated  where  the  witnefs  lived,  her 
anfwer  was  altogether  evafive.  And  yet 
upon  the  credit  and  teftimony  of  fuch  a 
witnefs  the  public  are  to  believe  that  our 
heroine  had  a  competent  fortune  of  hx- 
teen  thoufand  pounds. 

Such 
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Such  evidence  may  pafs  current  with 
perfons  of  a  certain  complexion — but  the 
rational  part  of  the  community  will  treat 
it  with  ridicule  and  contempt.  In  a 
word,  the  donor  and  the  legacy  feem  to 
have  exifted  onlv  in  the  clouds. 


LETTER 
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LETTER       XXVI. 

Madam, 

/^\UR  heroine's  flay  in  Hollen  Street 
^^  proved  longer  than  ufual  for  one 
of  her  eccentric  nature  and  volatile  dif- 
pofition,  However,  in  the  Autumn  1770, 
ihe  quitted  this  place  of  abode  rather  ab- 
ruptly,   and  removed  to  Mr.  Temple's  in 
Parliament  Street,  where  me  affumed  the 
name  of  Graft  en,    widow  to  a  younger 
brother  of  a  Scotch  Peer,  and  at  law  with 
the  noble  relations  of  her  deceafed  huf- 
band   for    a   very   confiderable   annuity, 
which  they  cruelly  refuted  to  pay  or  ac- 
knowledge.    As  this   fituation  was   con- 
tiguous to  Weftniinfter  hall,    it  feemed 
therefore  the  more  commodious  for  the 

corn- 
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completion  of  her  important  bufmefs  and 
purpofes. 

Thee  is  fcarcely  a  corner  of  the  town, 
but  what  has  been  at  intervals  the  fcenc 
of  our  heroine's  refidence  or  intrigues  : 
and  it  is  evident  that  me  was  peculiarly 
dexterous  in  alTuming  a  variety  of  cha- 
racters, as  it  be  ft  fuited  her  fchemes, 
and  the  urgency  of  the  moment*  Hei£ 
fhe  was  vifiteJ  by  feveral  perfons  of  the 
law,  and  of  ihefirft  emin-ena  in  their  pro- 
feffion.  About  the  Chriftmas  following, 
Perreau  ufliered  her  as  Mrs.  Gore  to  his 
houfe  in  Pall  Mall  Court,  and  claimed, 
an  exclufive  property.  But  it  is  much 
doubted  whether  fhe  proved  fo  remarka- 
ble for  fidelity  and  attachment  to  his  per- 
fon,  as  he  might  fondly  imagine  or  pre- 
tend. 
Vol.  II,  H  It 
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It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  repeated 
fums  of  money  which  caufed  effuiions  of 
gratitude  to  certain  benefactors,  were 
merely  the  revenues  of  her  own  ingenuity, 
and  the  advantages  of  a  free  trade.  How- 
ever, be  that  as  it  may,  (he  was  at  this 
time  in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  and  conse- 
quently the  more  deferving  his  notice, 
kindnefs  and  protection.  Perhaps  this 
circumftance  operated  on  his  affection 
ftrongly,  and  introduced  her  to  his  own 
houfe  much  fooner  than  he  intended. 

When  (he  lodged  in  Meard's  Court, 
and  antecedent  to  any  acquaintance  with 
Perreau,  our  heroine  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  a  certain  *  Ifraelite,  reputed 
to  be  very  rich — and  there  is   no  doubt 

but 
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but  that  a  correfpondence  fubfifted  with 
this  amorous  Levite,  during  the  whole 
time  of  her  living  with  Perreau.  If  this 
fon  of  Ifrael  may  be  credited  on  his  own 
repeated  declarations,  he  expended  im- 
menfe  treafures  on  Mrs.  Gore,  or  accord- 
ing to  his  own  phrafe,  on  his  dear  Lady 
Caroline. 

A  woman  of  con fum mate  art  and 
cunning  may  be  able  to  impofe  on  the 
mod  knowing  and  experienced  gallants— 
and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  our 
heroine  once  patted  for  her  own  fitter  in 
the  arms  of  this  accu domed  lover.  More- 
over, fhe  has  paned  with  this  old  dotard 
for  four  different  women  of  quality,  and 
correiponded  in  as  many  different  hand- 
writing; and  the  more  effectually  to 
carry  on  the  deception,  would  fometimes 

vary 
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vary  the  colour  of  her  hair  and  eye  brows, 
as  the  fcheme  or  occafion  might  require. 

This  amorous  Jew  was  once  at  Paris, 
when  Perreau  and  his  lady  fpent  ibme 
time  at  that  gay  metropolis.  Here,  the 
genius  of  our  heroine  fo  contrived  mat- 
ters, as  to  have  connexions  with  her  old 
acquaintance,  and  in  the  charafter  of  a 
French  Countefs.  When  returned  to 
to  England,  and  the  fame  lady  called  ac 
his  houfe  in  York  Buildings,  the  fervant 
j&erfectly  recollecting  to  have  feen  her  at 
Paris,  one  day  tells  his  matter,  that  this 
lady  Caroline,  was  the  very  Countefs  he 
had  at  Paris.  To  which  the  Ifraelite 
vehemently  replied,  Ton  fool^  this  lady 
who  called  to  day,  is  my  dear  Lady  Caroline^ 
Lady  Caroline  Gorea 


It 
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It  was  hinted  in  a  former  letter  that 
Perreau  was  acquainted  with  the  real  cha- 
racter of  our  heroine,  and  probably  ac- 
quiefced  in  many  projects  of  an  iniqui- 
tous tendency,  in  order  to  accomplish 
his  own  purpoies.  It  is  certain  that  he 
was  no  ftranger  to  the  connexion  with 
this  rich  Jew,  long  before  he  admitted 
her  into  his  own  houfe;  and  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  he  tacirly  connived  at 
this  lucrative  trade  wich  Jews  and  others. 
Two  facts  will  illuiirate  this  fuppofition. 

Soon  after  Mrs.  Gore  came  to  live 
in  the  fame  houfe  with  Perreau,  fhe 
ufed  frequently  to  go  abroad  and  vilit 
her  friends.  During  thele  excurilon.% 
Perreau  intercepted  a  letter  to  his  nomi- 
nal wife,  from  the  amorous  llraelite. 
This  circumilance  occaficned  an  inter- 
view 
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view  and  ecclairciffement  between  them. 
The  fcheme  it  feems,  was  to  bully  the 
Jew  out  of  a  fum  of  money,  or  plague 
him  with  an  action  for  criminal  conver- 
fation.  But  the  Ifraelite  relented  this  in- 
fuk  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  a  challenge 
eniued.  Accordingly  he  repaired  to 
Hyde  Park,  with  a  French  Officer  for 
his  fecond  ;  but  the  pretended  hufband 
never  met  them. 

Being  difappointed  in  this  fcheme, 
another  proved  more  fuccefsful.  An 
action  was  now  threatened  in  the  name, 
and  at  the  fuit  of  the  real  hufband.  The 
credulous  Ifraelite  was  greatly  alarmed  -, 
and  he  gave  madam  a  ccnfiderable  fum 
of  money,  to  flop  the  intended  prcfecution. 

TETTER 
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LETTER       XXVII. 

M  A  D    A   M, 

IN  confirmation  of  the  particulars  ad- 
vanced in  our  laft,    and  of  the  Iirae- 
lite's  credulity,   our  heroine  had  recourfe 
to   fre(h  (Iratagems   for  fupplies,   and  to 
fleece  him  of  cafh.     He  was   no  ftranger 
to  her  growing  fituation  ;    for  as  focn  as 
Mrs.  Gore  found  herfelf  with  child,   (he 
perfuaded   this  old    dotard    that  he  was 
the  father,  notwith (landing  the  intimacy 
with    Daniel    Pcrrean.      When   drawing 
near    the  time  of  delivery,   fhe   apprized 
him  of  the  approaching  event,  and  pre- 
vailed  to    have  an    apartment  neatly  fur- 
nifhed  for  the  reception  of  herfelf  and  the 
innocent    ftranger,      Accordingly,   direc- 
tions 
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tions  were  given  to  an  Upholilerer  in  St. 
Paul's  Church  Yard,  for  furnifning  an 
apartment  at  Mrs.  Jonhfon's,  and  in  the 
moil  fplendid  and  elegant  manner. 

Perreau  was  privy  to  all  thefe  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  confidering  that  he  had 
then  a  houie  of  his  own,  where  his  reput- 
ed wife  might  have  been  accommodated 
with  privacy  and  comfort,  there  is  no 
other  way  of  accounting  for  his  acqui- 
efcence  in  this  manner,  but  for  an  artful 
deception  on  the  amorous  Jew.  The  old 
woman  *  the  ufual  appellation  beftowed 
by  our  heroine  on  this  infatuated  Ifrae- 
Jite,  was  very  attentive  to  her  prefent 
condition,  and  gave  daily  attendance  at 
thefe  "private  lodgings,  and  with  impa- 
tience waited  for  the  joyful  event.  On 
the    3Cth    of  July,   1771,    a    meffenger 

was 
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was  difpatched  with  an  account  that  the 
lady  was  brought  to  bed ;  and  on  the 
receipt  of  this  welcome  news,  the  old 
woman  feemed  highly  pleafed,  and  gave 
James  the  chairman  a  very  handfome 
gratuity  for  his  trouble.  But  on  going 
to  fee  the  child,  was  made  to  believe  that 
the  babe  was  fent  to  a  great  perfonage's 
nurfery— which  extremely  mortified  the 
credulous  Ifraelite,  caufed  much  unea- 
finefs,  and  made  him  to  diftill  tears  in 
abundance. 

However  ridiculous  or  improbable 
this  account  may  appear,  yet  it  is  ftri<5U 
ly  true,  and  attefted  by  many  living  wit- 
neffes.  It  would  be  improper  to  protract 
our  narrative  by  tracing  the  numerous 
tricks  and  fairy  tales  impofed  on  this 
credulous  old  dotard,  by  the  moil  artful 
Vol.  II.  I  '  0f 
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of  her  fex.     Suffice  it  therefore  to  pro- 
duce an  inftance  or  two. 


Our  heroine  on  a  time  pretended  that 
flic  was  weary  of  her  way  of  life,  and 
wifhed  to  retire  into  a  convent  in  France. 
Painful  as  fuch  a  refolution  might  be  to 
her  enamorato^  or  the  confideration  of 
lofing  his  dear  lady  Caroline;  yet  he 
could  not  withfland  her  wifhes  and  im- 
portunities. For  this  purpofe  the  Jew 
gave  her  a  considerable  fum  of  money, 
but  inftead  of  going  into  a  convent  in 
France,  me  made  an  excurfion  into  Scot- 
land, and  from  thence  forwarded  many 
letters  as  coming  from  the  place  of  her 
confinement.  At  length  fhe  acquainted 
him  in  a  very  pathetic  letter,  that  the 
prefent  fituation  was  melancholly  \  that 
ihe  was  miferable  without  him,  and  could 

not 
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not  bear  being  abfent  from  him  any  long- 
er. This  occafioned  a  fpeedy  remittance, 
and  our  heroine  returned  to  England. 

Another  time  me  wanted  to  go  to  Ire- 
land on  urgent  bufinefs,  and  to  vifit 
fome  of  her  noble  relations.  The  Ifrae- 
lite  with  his  ufual  bounty  equiped  her 
in  an  elegant  manner,  and  fit  to  appear 
at  any  court  .in  Europe  ;  loaded  his  dear 
lady  Caroline  with  jewels,  and  even  lent 
her  a  favourite  box  of  diamonds  that 
were  his  wife's.  It  is  fuppofed  that  thefe 
diamonds  were  of  great  value;  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  owner  never  faw  them 
again.  For  in  conveying  the  box  out  of  the 
ftoip  into  a  boat,  it  unluckily  fell  over-board 
and  was  loft  for  ever  I 

It  is  incredible  what  a  variety  of  impo- 

fitions 
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fitions  was  played  on  this  old  dotard,  by 
an  artful  woman.  The  generous  dona- 
tions from  Mefirs.  Adairs,  few  cafual 
benefactions  excepted,  could  come  from 
no  other  quarter,  but  from  this  plunder- 
ed and  deluded  Jew His  own  confef- 

fion  is  wavering,  and  fometimes  contra- 
dictory. To  madam  Moriencourt,  and 
others,  he  has  declared  that  from  authen- 
tic minutes,  it  appears,  that  he  expended 
fifty  thouiand  pounds  on  his  dear  Lady 
Caroline  ;  but  if  he  applied  the  tenth  part 
01  Juch  an  enormous  fum  on  fuch  an 
object,  and  for  fuch  purpofes,  he  ought 
to  be  fiigmatifcd  for  his  folly  and  cre- 
dulity. 

There  are  many  perfons  who  remember 
this  Ifraehte  living  in  credit  and  great 
affluence ;  and  there  are  others  who  have 

been 
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been  greatly  aftonifhed  at  fo  fudden  a 
reverfe  of  fortune.  Thus  then  is  the 
riddle  difiblved — Mrs.  Rudd  was  the 
caufe  of  his  ruin.  The  correfpondence 
which  fub lifted  between  this  extraordina- 
ry pair  is  curious  enough  ;  but  neither 
edifying  nor  correct.  u  Send  me  fifty 
pounds,  or  you  do  not  fee  me  to-mor- 
row." Another  card  from  Our  heroine 
.is  thus  exprt-iTed.  Ci  Sir,  I  am  in  want 
of  fifty  pounds — the  queftioh  is,  whether 
you  will  or  will  not,  fend  it  me.  Send 
it  me  to-day,  and  I  fee  you  to-morrow." 


LETTER 
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LETTER      XXVIII. 

Madam, 

^T^HE  box  of  diamonds  was  not  the 
"*■  laft  valuable  prefent  which  our 
heroine  artfully  extorted  from  the  old 
woman.  Haying  occafion  one  day  to 
vifit  a  great  perfonage,  and  her  own  dear 
child,  fhe  was  in  immediate  want  of  a 
rich  necklace  and  fome  other  articles. 
Accordingly  a  necklace  was  bought ; 
but  returned  in  a  few  days  as  not  fuffici- 
ently  fuperb,  or  anfwerable  to  the  willies 
of  the  great  perfonage.  Upon  this,  the 
credulous  Ifraelite  repaired  to  a  capital 
jeweller,  and  had  it  altered  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  could  not  fail  of  giving  en- 
tire fatisfaclion.  No  doubt,  but  our  he- 
roine 
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roine  is  pofTcfled  of  fafcinating  powers  •, 
or  elfe  has  had  the  fingular  good  fortune 
of  meeting  only  with  fools  and  idiots  for 
her  cullies.  Who,  or  what  perlbn  of 
common  fenfe  could  believe  the  following 
tale  r* 

Our  heroine  one  day  told  the  plundered 
Jew,  that  in  compliance  with  his  repeat- 
ed folicitations,  (he  was  at  lenght  refolved 
to  aik  a  great  perfonage's  leave  to  marry 
him,  fince  fhe  could  not  be  happy  with 
any  other  man,  and  notwitftanding  the 
great  degradation  to  herfelf  and  family 
by  fuch  an  alliance.  Thefe  alTurances 
were  highly  pleafmg,  and  he  entreated 
that  no  time  mould  be  loft  in  making  the 
necefiary  application,  and  to  folicit  that 
confent  which  was  to  determine  his  fate. 
He  remained  for  force  days  in  a  (late   of 

the 
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the  utmoft  anxiety  and  defponde.ncy  ;  he 
was  tortured  with  the  pangs  of  hopeleis 
love. 

However,  his  drooping  fpirits  were  at 
lad  revived,  and  he  received  the  pleafing 
account,  that  fince  his  happinefs  entirely 
depended  on  the  wifhed  for  match,  the 
great  perfonage  could  not  refufe  her  con- 
lent.  And  to  remove  every  fufpicion  of 
deceit,  or  objection  to  the  happy  union, 
he  was  defired  to  come  to  court  on  the 
enfuing  Sunday,  and  the  great  perfonage 
would  nod  fmiles  of  approbation.  The 
amorous  Jew  obeyed  the  fummons,  and 
conceived  that  the  many  nods  conferred 
on  others,  were  gracioufly  intended  for 
himielf,  and  was  thoroughly  fatished  of 
the  truth.  This  artful  fcheme,  and  fo 
well  concerted,  produced  a  large  fum  to- 
wards 
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wards  buying  all  the  necefiaries  for  the 
celebration  of  their  nuptials  j  and  alfo 
a  very  handfome  prefent  to  appear  at  the 
approaching  mafquerade. 

Antecedent  to  this  conclusive  fcene, 
and  through  t(ie  whole  of  the  Drama, 
Mrs.  Dickenfon,  and  Daniel  James  the 
chairman,  were  employed  during  the 
courfe  of  a  long  correfpondence.  The 
former  carried  feveral  letters  for  this  in- 
fatuated Ifraelite,  fome  directed  to  Mrs. 
Gore^  others  to  lady  Caroline  Gozver,  and 
one  to  a  great  perfonage,  and  which  is 
now  in  the  poffefTion  of  Mr.  Garftin^ 
the  king's  meffenser.  Mrs.  Dickenfon 
has  feen  our  heroine  perilling  all  theit 
letters,  and  to  anfwer  them  in  four  dif- 
ferent hand-writing — fhe  has  withal  ap- 
prized the  Jew,  and  repeatedly,  of  the 
Vol.  II.  K  fraud, 
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fraud,  but  fuch  his  infatuation,  as  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  this  perfon's  reprefen- 
tations,  as  well  as  to  the  remon (trances 
of  his  own  family.  Many  perfons  by 
letters  and  otherwife,  admonifhed  him 
of  the  delufive  attachment  and  the  mif- 
application  of  his  money  •,  and  allured 
him  that  his  dear  lady  Caroline,  was  that 
very  woman  who  lived  with  Daniel  Per- 
reau.  Yet  all  this  availed  nothing:  for 
Mordecai  was  indeed  a  Jew. 

Mrs.  Dickenfon  at  length  refufed  to 
be  the  bearer  of  any  more  letters  from 
our  heroine  to  this  plundered  old  dotard ; 
at  the  fame  time  taking  the  liberty  to 
aflert  that  it  was  a  wicked  and  villainous 
correfpondence,  and  ought  to  be  expoled 
to  the  world.  For  the  laft  letter  which 
me  brought  from  the  lfraelite,  our  he- 
roine 
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roine  gave  this  woman  to  perufe,  and 
which  contained  a  bank  note  of  twenty 
pounds,  with   thefe    remarkable   expref- 

fions "   As  he   had  not  fifty  pounds 

14  he  could  not  fend  it,  but  fent  the  en- 
M  clofcd,  and  as  it  was  his  all,  he  hoped 
"  me  would  not  fail  to  meet  him."  One 
anecdote  more,  and  we  fhall  difmifs  this 
amorous  and  infatuated  fon  of  Ifrael. 

Soon  after  this  deluded  man  became  a 
bankrupt,  he  met  our  heroine  by  acci- 
dent at  a  certain  houfe,  and  challenged 
an  acquaintance,  and  which  was  pofi- 
tively  denied.  He  then  traced  her  home 
to  Pall  Mall  Court,  and  obtained  ad- 
million  ;  but  on  afking,  if  fhe  was  not 
his  dear  lady  Caroline,  he  was  upbraided 
in  the  moil  opprobrious  terms  for  his 
impertinence  •,   and  affured   that  fhe  had 

never 
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never   feen  him    before   with   her   eyes. 
But  flop,  fays  the  artful  fyren,  perhaps 
you  are  that  old  villain  who  ruined  my 
fitter,  and  who  is  the  very  picture  of  me. 
You    merit    the  fevered  punifliment  for 
your   infamy,  and   no  expence  mail   be 
fpared  to  bring  you   to  the  tribunal  of 
criminal  juftice.     She  then  rung  the  bell, 
and  ordered  the  fervants  to  carry  the  old 
rafcal  before  a  magi  (Irate. 

Oh  Mcrdecai^  Mordccail  how  fevere 
thy  fate  !  and  how  ungrateful  the  return 
for  all  the  fond  endearments,  and  the 
confumption  of  fo  many  thoufands ! 
may  every  credulous  dotard  experience 
a  fimilar  treatment!  and  may  every  dupe 
to  the  defigns  of  a  vicious,  artful,  and 
'abandoned  courtezan,  .meet  with  that 
cataftrophe,  which  his  ov\n  credulity 
mall  merit ! 

LETTER 
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LETTER       XXIX. 

Madam, 

TVyfRS.  Rudd  and  her  advocates  have 
-*-*-*■  boldly  deriied  an  expenfive  flile  of 
life  in  Pall  Mall  Court,  and  would  fain 
perfuade  the  public  of  the  utmoft  fruga- 
lity exerciied  there  for  the  fpace  of  four 
years — But  this  barefaced  afierticn  is 
totally  repugnant  to  the  principles  both 
Of  truth  and  juftice.  For  the  period 
alluded  to,  was  the  feafon  of  extravagant 
folly  and  mad  cxpence,  of  fcenes  of  'ini- 
quity and  difiipation. 

There   are    many    reafons  to    believe 
that   Perreau  was  a  favourite,  and  hdd 
for  a  time  full  pofTeffion  of  our  heroine's 

heart 
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heart — {he  faw  him,  and  at  the  firft  fiaht 
felt  an  efteem  for  him,  and  havin°-  found 
where  his  peculiar  foibles  lay,  fhe  refolv- 
ed  to  attack  him  on  his  weak  fide.  Da- 
niel was  particularly  fond  of  drefs,  and 
greatly  admired  the  elegance  and  exter- 
nal accomplifhments  of  a  female.  She 
therefore  d  re  (Ted  according  to  his  tafie, 
flattered  his  judgment,  treated  him  in 
the  moft  elegant  and  coflly  manner,  and 
furnifhed  out  her  tables  with  a  luxury 
equal  to  a  peerefs. 

Infatuated  for  a  long  time  by  a  courle 
of  continual  gaiety,  at  length  private  re- 
flection interrupted  his  mind  at  intervals; 
and  he  began  to  remonftrate  againft  hav- 
ing fuch  and  fuch  a  thing,  becaufe  juft 
come  in  feafon,  and  exceedingly  dear. 
So   much   the    better,  fays  our  heroine, 

and 


I 
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and  that  is  my  motive  for  ordering  it, 
and  to  enable  me  the  more  effectually 
to  difplay  tafle  and  elegance.  Let  the 
female  that  enforced  this  doctrine,  blufh 
at  the  remembrance — me  can  merit  no- 
thing /iGzv  but  pitiable  contempt. 

Whenever  an  entertainment  was  made 
for  fome  accidental  friends  or  acquain- 
tance, every  thing  bore  the  appearance 
of  unbounded  extravagance  and  impru- 
dence. At  one  of  thefe  convivial  meet- 
ings, our  heroine  afked  a  gueft  hbw  he 
liked  her  drefs  and  the  entertainment.  To 
which  he  farcaftically  replied,  that  every 
thing  was  very  gay,  only  too  much  ib, 
and  too  many  dimes  for  fo  fmall  a  com- 
pany ;  that  me  was  too  generous  and 
bountiful  a  lady  •,  that  for  his  part,  he 
•  liked  nothing  to  excefs ;   he  loved  Ratu- 

r-i 
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ral  fimplicity,  if  it  was  as  deformed  as 
his  face,  which  had  been  roughly  hand- 
led by  the  fmall  pox.  The  bountiful 
lady  was  by  no  means  pleafed  with  this 
honed  reply,  and  determined  to  exert  all 
her  abilities  to  preclude  him  from  ever 
having  the  honour  of  coming  to  her 
houle  again. 

However,  Daniel  felt  the  poignancy 
and  truth  of  the  remark,  and  indulged 
himfelfa:  intervals,  with  the  bitternefs 
of  reflection  -,  was  convinced  of  his  own 
folly  and  defperate  fnuation  -9  would  ap- 
pear deeded,  and  throw  himlelf  on  the 
Sopha,  in  a  defponding  attitude-  and 
has  been  often  heard  to  exclaim  in  the 
prefence  of  his  fcrvants,  and  with  eyes 
brimful  of  tears — my  dear  Caroline,  this 
sx>Ul  never  do.     But  the  ar:ful  lady  knew 

how 
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5ft)W  to  {both  his  anguifli  arid  to  dkpel 
his  momentary  fears.  The  devoted  v\& 
tim  was  bound  in  chains  of  flavery,  and 
could  not  extricate  himfelf  from  the?  moft 
diabolical  fnares. 

Drefs,  and  the  utmoft  diffipatk)n¥ 
were  now  to  be  feen  j  and  whenever  h€& 
ladyfhip  went  abroad,  it  was- with  all  thtf 
airs  of  grandeur  and  in  the  moft  fplendid 
manner.  No  real  lady  in  the  land- afltun* 
ed  a  greater  (hew  of  confequence  and  im- 
portance.    The  richer!  drefles  were  pur* 

chafed -new   and  fuperb  jewels- wert: 

bought — an  elegant  fide-board  of  plate, 
and  every  thing  that  was  new  and  fafh ion- 
able  in  furniture  fent  fbr— fo  that  her 
manfion  was  decorated  with  a  coftlinefs* 
and  every  object  around  her  befpoke  the 
pride  and  grandeur  of  an  eaftern  princefso 

Vol.  II.  L  But 
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But  it  is  now  *  pretty  well  afcertained, 
whether    thefe   coftly     ornaments    were 
extorted  from  the  plundered    Ifraelitej 
or  purchafed  with  the  money  arifing  from 
thofe  capital   forgeries  on    the    worthy 
and  unfpicious  friends  of  the  Apothecary. 
It  is  truly  aftonifhing,  and  almoft  incon- 
ceivable, how  any  perfons  fhould  be  able 
to  live  in   this  expenfive  manner  for  a 
length  of  time  \  or  have  the  impudence  to 
fubfift  on  the  plunder  of  the  public,  and 
the  property  of  individuals!  —  it  was  at 
this  gay  and  expenfive  period,    that  our 
heroine  wrote  to  feveral  friends,  of  fome 
ideal  honours  to  be  fpeedily  confereed  on 
herfelf  and  Daniel.     Her  ftyle  was  truly 
romantic,  and  the   contents  worthy  the 
genius  of  the  author.     The  language,  if 

we 

*  Vide  the  Appendix. 
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we  can  copy  a  *  fpecimen,  was  to  this 
effect. 

"  That  fhe  was  wholly  engaged  in  the 
buftle  of  preparations  for  the  drawing- 
room  ceremony.  That  the  cloaths  for 
this  purpofe,  if  her  own  report  may  be 
credited,  were  to  be  elegant  and  expen- 
fiye.  The  jewels  not  only  handfome  buc 
magnificent  —  valued  at  four  thoufand 
pounds,  and  a  necklace  one  row  of  bril- 
liants which  colt  a  thoufand."  Oh  rare 
Mordecai !  from  whence  came  thefe  fu- 
perb  trophies  ? 

This  daughter  of  falfliood  expatiated 
withal  on  vifits  from  many  illuftrious  fa- 
milies,  who   never   knew  her  even    by 

name; 

*   From  Mrs.  Rudd's  letter,  to  Mifs  Perreau,  at 
Carmarthen. 
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name;  and  of  vifionary  honours  to  which- 
ftie  was  entitled  by  birth  and  nature,  and 
what  her  education  infpired  an  ambition 
to  claim.  Hence,  *"  lady  Perreau's  chair 
and  fervantsl — are  ready- -but  her  lady- 
fhip  fitting  ftill,  and  anvdting  not  to  hear 
the  joyous  found,  till  an  hundred  eyes  are 
in  fearch  to  fee  her  ladyfhip.  Then  get- 
ting up  with  an  air  of  eafy  elegance  and 
accuftomed  grandeur,  fhe  leaves  the  won- 
dering croud  in  admiration  of  her  perfon, 
drefs,  and  jewels — and  fome  kindred 
Lord,  with  a  ftar  and  garter,  takes  her 
ladyfliip  by  the  hand." 

Ridiculous  nonfenfe— -  and  the  effu- 
fions  of  a  heart  the  moil  depraved,  and 
flowing  from  the  moil  impudent  and  a- 
bandoned  Proftitute ! 

•  The  fame  letter  to  iMifs  Perreau. 

LETTER 
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LETTER       XXX. 

Madam, 

TJRobably  there  never  happened  within 
-*  the  memory  of  man  fuch  capital 
forgeries,  or  fo  fuccefsfully  carried  on  for 
a  length  of  time,  as  thole  committed  by- 
Mrs.  Rudd  and  her  colleagues.  Such 
atrocious  offences  are  big  with  the  more 
ruinous  confequences  toibciety,  and  fatal 
to  the  interefts  of  a  commercial  people.. 
The  profitable  profeflion,  as  well  as  the 
extenfive  connexions  of  the  apothecary* 
precluded  every  fufpicon  of  fraud  or  de- 
fign  on  a  circle  of  very  refpeclable  * 
friends  and  valuable  acquaintance  :    and 

his 

*  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  Dr.  Crane/Dr.  Brooke 
Mr*  MUles—  and  others. 
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his  credit  gave  currency  to  the  mod  ini- 
quitous plan  of  deception.  If  he  was 
privy  to  fo  complicated  a  fcene  of  vil- 
lainy, as  too  evidently  appears  to  be  the 
cafe,  the  more  unpardonable  his  conduct; 
and  that  debt  which  has  fince  been  paid 
to  nature,  was  merited  and  juft. 

But  our  heroine  with  her  ufual  effron- 
tery and  falfhood,  *  has  endeavoured  to 
impofe  on  the  public,  and  to  perfuade 
mankind  that  herfelf  and  Daniel  never 
benefited  by  the  forgeries,  nor  applied 
any  of  the  money  to  their  feperate  life 
and  purpofes,  except  the  four  thonfand 
pounds  for  the  houfe  in  Harley  Itreet. 
This  and  much  more  is  eafily  faid, 
though  totally  repugnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  truth  and  honefty. 

In 

*  In  her  Letter  to  Lord  Weymouth. 


[     8i     ] 

In  direct  contradiction  to  fo  extraordi-  k 
nary  an  afTertion  and  this  creature's  ve- 
racicy,  it  appears  from  her  own  manu- 
fcripts  preferved  at  the  houfe  in  Harley 
ftreet,  that  the  domeftic  expences  from 
July  1773,  to  the  month  of  June  enfuing, 
exceeded    three     thoufand    five    hundred 

pounds an   enormous    and    fhameful 

fum  for  the  fupporc  of  a  common  pro- 
ftitute  and  a  noted  /windier  ! 

This  fum  would  have  been  fufficient 
for  fo  fhorc  a  fpace  of  time  to  defray  the. 
domeftic  expences  of  a  family  of  real  for- 
tune and  opulence.  How  then  can  it  be 
pretended,  that  on  the  ftricteft  examina- 
tion, Mrs.  Rudd  and  Daniel  lived  with 
the  utmofl  frugality  ?  Several  articles 
of  wanton  folly  and  mad  extravagance, 
copied  even  from  her  own  minutes,    and 

inferted 
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inferted   in   the    Appendix,    fufficiently 
evince  the  contrary. 

It  was  by  no  means  confident  with  the 
line  of  prudence  or  decency,  that  perfons 
in  their  fituation  mould  figure  in  high 
life,  entertain  in  the  moft  elegant  manner, 
purchafe  a  capital  houfe,  with  all  the  ne- 
cerTary  appendages,  without  any  real  pro- 
perty or  vifible  means  of  fubfiftence. 
Had  they  been  capable  of  any  reflection, 
they  would  have  concluded  that  a  day  of 
reckoning  mud  come. 

It  was  inconfiftent  with  the  principles 
of  common  fenfe  that  a  perfon  of  Daniel's 
late  bankruptcy  and  forfeited  reputation, 
.fhould  acquiefce  in  a  belief  of  being  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  banking  bufinefs,  be  en- 
titled to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet,   and  a 

feat 
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feat  in  parliament,  through  the  intereft  and 
benevolence  of  benefactors  whom  he  ne- 
ver knew  but  by  name. 

It  is  irreconcilable  with  the  notions  of 
honour  or  honefty,  that  the  apothecary 
fhould  lend  his  credit  to  raife  fuch  capi- 
tal fums  of  money  on  bonds,  without 
previoufly  purfuing  the  neceffary  fteps, 
and  with  very  little  trouble,  in  order  to 
be  fatisfied  of  their  authenticity.  He 
knew  the  real  character  of  the  principal, 
the  terms  on  which  fhe  lived  with  his 
brother,  and  had  fufficieot  motives  from 
a  refiection  on  her  conduit.,  to  fufpect  her 
honefty  and  veracity.  It  was  therefore  a 
weak,  if  not  a  wicked  part  implicitly  to 
negotiate  bonds  on  the  credit,  or  pre- 
emption of  a  profligate  woman's  intima- 
cy with  aerial  friends  :  ?nd  is  indeed  a 
Vol.  IL  M  fiction 
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fiction  too  hazardous  even  for  romance, 
were  the  public  ignorant  of  the  feveral 
apologies  offered  by  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

To  fpeak  tenderly,  thefe  tutored  vil- 
lains were  grown  defperate  in  their  ap- 
plication to  their  deareft  acquaintance  for 
money  and  by  the  heinoufnefs  of  their 
impofitions.  However,  we  will  charita- 
bly fuppole  that  they  were  conducted  to 
fuch  dangerous  extremities  through  every 
ftage  of  gradual  hypccrify,  and  by  the 
craft  of  a  woman  :  and  did  not  perceive 
their  danger  or  error,  till  it  was  too  late 
to  retreat.  This  is  the  voice  of  probabi- 
lity, tho'  it  may  not  be  that  of  fact.  One 
anecdote,  foon  after  the  commencement 
of  an   acquaintance   with    our    heroine, 

feems 
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fcems  ftrongly  to  plead  in  their  favour 
and  that  they  were  artfully  impofed  upon 
with  regard  to  the  friendship  and  intima- 
cy fubfiih'ng  between  her  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Adair.  It  is  probable  that  the  bro- 
thers on  a  time  had  interrogated  Mrs. 
Rudd  about  the  particulars  of  the  con- 
nection with  the  Adair  family,  or  at 
fcaft  doubted  the  reality  of  fuch  intimacy 
and  obligations.  To  obviate  every  fuf- 
picion  on  this  head,  fhe  immediately 
plan'd  the  following  fcheme  : 

Having  learnt  by  her  emiflaries  that 
Mr.  W.  Adair  was  gone  into  the  country 
for  lometime,  me  called  one  day  and  pre- 
vailed on  the  *  fervant  maid,  in  the  ab- 

fencc 

*  Rachel    Swain   then  fervant   at  Mr.  William 
Adair's. 
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fence  of  the  mailer,  to  let  her  look  at 
fome  pictures.  After  admiring  the  ele* 
gance  of  the  houfe,  fhe  told  the  fervant 
that  there  was  a  new  one  building  for 
herfelf  j  and  would  beg  the  favour  of  cal- 
ling again  to  examine  more  particularly 
her  matter's  heiife,  as  a  model  forfinifhing 
feer  own  ;  and  made  the  fervant  fome 
compenfation  for  her  trouble  and  oblig* 
jng  compliance.  This  vifu  promifed  the 
defired  effect.  To  convince  Daniel  and 
his  brother,  that  their  fufpicions  were 
entirely  groundlefs,  and  that  fhe  had  ac- 
cefs  to  a  certain  houfe  whenever  necefTary 
or  agreeable,  fhe  then  apprized  them  of 
going  there  immediately  on  bufinefsy  and 
with  a  bond. 

They  watched— faw  her  get  admiffion, 

ftay 
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flay  a  confiderable  time,  and  were — con- 
vinced. This  circumftance  is  not  men- 
tioned to  exculpate  the  Perreaus  ;  but  to 
prove  the  confummate  craft  of  the  moll: 
artful  woman  that  ever  exifted. 


LETTER 
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LETTER        XXXI. 

Mada  m, 

QCON  after   the  detection  of  the  for- 
^  geries,    when   the  brothers  were    in 
prifon,  and  the  principal  at  large  on  (len- 
der bail,  Mrs.  Rudd  wrote  letters  to  fe- 
veral  perfons,    and  replete  with  malevo- 
lence,   fctirrility   and  abufe.      That  all 
our  affertions  may   prove   authentic,    we 
have   hitherto    been  guided  by   pofitive 
facts  and  the  evidence  of  living  witnefles; 
and  for  this  purpofe  think  it  not  impro- 
per in  the  following  letters  to  produce 
few   fpecimens  of    our   heroine's  chafte 
mode  of  writing,  and  faithfully  extracted 
from  fome  of  her  own  manufcripts  now 
with  the  editor. 

This 
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This  method  will  more  effectually  dif- 

play  an  uncommon  malignity  of  difpofi- 

tion,  and   the  daring  effrontery  of  a — 

woman  :    and  as  ? — r— a  the  Jew  is  now 

foliciting  a  fubfeription  for   our  heroine, 

who  is  employed  in  writing  her  own  hif- 

tory,  and  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  very 

authentic  •,   fuch  fpecimens  of  her  corripo- 

fition  and  animated  language,  as\ve  are 

enabled   to  pfefent  to  the  public,    may 

probably  conduce  to  promote  the  fale  of 

that  genuine  hiftory  published  by  hcrfelf, 

againft  next  fefnon  of  parliament. 

At  that  gloomy  period,  when  the  lives 
of  two  unfortunate  brothers  were  a:  (lake, 
Mrs.  Rudd  with  her  ufual  compofure* 
wrote  a  fingular  epillle  to  the  fitter  v. 
this  extraordinary  poftfeript  :  Ci  As  its 
cuftcrnary  to    hand    all    rry   writing   to 
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lawyers,  you  may  mew  this  if  you  pleafe, 
I  am  neither  afraid  nor  afliamed  of  any 
thing  I  do,  fay,  or  write."  Thefe  are 
very  bold  and  barefaced  aflertions  in- 
deed ! 

Having  artfully  entrenched  herfelf 
within  fome  punctilios  or  quibble  of  law, 
and  apprehending  that  her  own  fituation 
was  perfectly  fafe,  it  was  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  the  mother  what  fhe  wrote 
or  fwore  againft  the  father  of  three  inof- 
fending  infants.  As  the  contents  of  the 
letter  alluded  to,  exhibit  a  cruel  and  ty- 
ranical  temper,  we  fhall  without  further 
ceremony  give  fuch  paffages  as  appear 
mod  interesting  to  our  plan. 

<4  Your  joining  the  reft  o^  your  family 
in  invectives  and    pointed  malice  againd 

me. 
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me,  I  attribute  more  to  their  influence 
than  your  ov/n  natural  difpofition  or  un- 
biased fentiments  ;  and  believe,  that  if  a 
Perreau  can  poUefs  a  fentiment  of  nature 
and  juftice,  it  is  you  who  do  (in  this  ob- 
fervation  I  alio  include  your  fitter  Hefler); 
but  my  mind  is  too  much  engroflcd  by 
your  unfortunate  brother's  fituation  to 
leave  calmnefs  for  argument  or  alterca- 
tion. The  purport  of  this  is  to  affure 
you,  tho'  I  have  a  deep  and  true  fenfe  of 
the  innumerable  wrongs  he  has  done  me, 
that  I  have  no  refentment,  and  wifh  to  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  that's  confident 
with  my  own  juftification  and  character  to 
ferve,  and  if  poffible  to  fave  him  as  the 
father' of  my  children. 

"  But  to  the  material  bufinefs— the  fatal 

infatuation  which  I  prefume  firft  induced 

Vol.  II.  N  him 
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him  to  confpire  againft  me,  feems  ftill  to 
govern  his  conduct,  and  inftead  of  mew- 
ing a  proper  contrition  for  the  injuries 
he  has  done  me  and  his  infants — he  per- 
fifts  in  adding  falfities  and  in  aiming,  by 
new  ftratagems,  to  further  wrong  me. 
Let  hiro  reflec\  his  prefent  ftate  requires 
it  greatly ;  let  him  difccver  the  whole 
truth,  tell  how  and  why  he  was  prevailed 
upon  by  Dagge  and  Robert  to  attempt  to 
facrifice  me  to  an  ignominious  death,  and 
difown  me  for  his  wife,  baftardize  and 
beggar  his  children. 

<c  Let  him  teftify  by  acknowledging  the 
duty  and  virtues  I  ftrictly  praclifed  as  his 
wife  towards  him,  and  the  real  amiable- 
nefs  of  my  difpofition  and  conduct — how 
cruelly,  how  undefervedly  I  have  been 
treated,  and  I  will  then  have  faith  in  him 

again, 
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a-~ain,  which  will  -probably  and  mod  ejjen- 
tially  ferve  him.  Let  him  look  this  over, 
confider  it  well,  and  if  he  cboofes  to  re- 
lent and  apologize  for  his  horrid  behavi- 
our to  me,  there  is  nothing  confifient  with 
juftice,  but  what  I  will  immediately  do  to 
aid  him. 

rt  As  to  the  children,  after  the  trial  I 
ft> all  take  all  of  them  to  myfelf.  I  defire 
no  one  of  his  race  to  do  any  thing  for  a 
child  of  mine.  The  glaring  partiality  he 
fliewed  Sufan,  in  placing  her  (in  prefer- 
ence of  the  two  younger  and  more  help- 
lefs)  with  Mrs.  Jacques,  has  not  efcaped 
my  notice.  Poor  Stewart  and  Caroline 
was  more  like  their  mother ;  of  courfe  a 
workhoufe  was  allotted  them,  a  prifon 
arad  death  her. 

I  beg 
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I  beg  you'll  tcH  him  that  I  wou'd  fee 
them  perifh  for  want,  flarve  or  beg  with 
them  myfelf,  before  1  wou'd  let  them  en- 
joy affluence  and  happy  profpects  wich  or 
from  any  ot  the  name  or  blood  of  Perreau^ 
which  from  henceforth  I'll  teach  them  to 
curfe  and  abhor  -,  and  may  the  vengeance 
of  heaven  (you  and  Hcftcr  excepted)   at- 
tend the  whole  race  and  name,   and  recoil 
on    them    with   tenfold    mifery  .  and   re- 
proach ! — Ir   you   have   any   terms  from 
your  brother  Daniel  to  offer  me,  confid- 
ent with   what  I   nave  fpecified,    either 
fend  or  cume  yourielf  to  Mils  Temple  at 
No.  264  near  Turniliie,  Holborn." 

The  candid  and  intelligent  reader  will 
cafily  perceive  the  drift  of  this  artful  let- 
ter, and  i^are  us  the  trouble  of  making 
comments  on  the  amiablenefs  ©f  conduct 

and 
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and  difpofition— on  the  writer's  boafted 
virtues  and  duty. — A  woman  who  had 
fwore  away  the  life  of  the  father,  may  be 
allowed  to  talk  at  any  rate  of  injuries 
done  to  herfelf  •,  of  baftardizing  innocent 
children,  whom  the  fuppofed  father  could 
by  no  means  render  legitimate — or  expa- 
tiate on  the  fidelity  of  a  wife,  whiic  fhe 
herfelf  was  trading  with  every  credulous 
dupe  for  her  purpofe. 


LETTER 
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LETTER       XXXII. 

Madam, 

T  li  J  HEN  a  capital  offence  was  com- 
mitted   againfl   the   laws   of   the 
land,    the   property   of  individuals,    and 

the  interefts  of  a  commercial  people « 

When  the  forgery  was  acknowledged  by 
the  voluntary  confeffion  as  well  as  con- 
firmed by  an  immediate  act  of  the  princi- 
pal— it  is  fomewhat  myfterious  why  fome 
perfons  mould-  tread  on  the  affair,  or  a- 
quiefce  with  occular  demonftration  of 
the  principal's  dexterity  in  the  execution 
of  fignatures.  *  It  is  no  lefs  flrange, 
how   others-  •  mould   not  join  to  profecute 

and 

*  Alluding  how  readily  Mrs.  RuoM  imitated  the 
forgery. 
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and  punifh  an  offender,  who  had  fo  often 
proftituted  their  names  for  the  perpetra- 
tion of  fuch  horrid  deeds,  and  the  mod 
iniquitous  plan  of  fraud  and  deception. 

We  will  not  pretend  to  arraign  the 
Conduct  of  individuals,  or  to  account 
for  their  acquiefcence  on  fo  alarming  an 
occafion  :  though  the  public  feem  to  be 
rather  puzzled  at  fuch  unprecedented  in- 
ilances  of  fupinenefs,  inactivity  or  con- 
nivance. The  perfon  or  perfons  who 
compound  matters  of  felony,  are  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  equally  culpable  with 
the  perpetrators  themielves  •,  and  are 
juftly  chargeable  with  the  fubfequent 
evils  refulting  to  fociety  thro*  the  fame 
channel,  and  from  falfe  clemency  and 
indulgence. 
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It  has  been  the  boaft  of  an  abandoned 
woman,  as  well  as  the  bufinefs  of  her 
emifTaries,  to  abufe  a  worthy  baronet 
for  the  active  part  he  took,  and  the 
great  expence  which  he  has  been  at,  in 
bringing  a  gang  of  the  mod  notorious 
fwindlers  that  ever  difgraced  fociety,  to 
the  tribunal  of  criminal  juftice.  Such 
iervices,  and  fuch  an  inflance  of  public 
fpirit  in  any  other  country,  would  merit 
the  thanks  of  mankind,  and  be  entitled 
to  the  approbation  and  gratitude  of  the 
whole  community. 

As  to  the  impertinence  of  practitioners 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  they  merely  exift  by 
chicane,  and  the  adoption  of  the  molt 
illiberal  exprellions  ;  and  would  certainly 
meet  with  that  chaftifement  due  to  their 

infolence, 
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infolence,  were    they  to  adopt  the  fame 
licentioufnefs  in  any  other  place. 

The  impertinent  publication  of  Cum- 
mying,  keeper  of  the  Lyon  Records  in 
Scotland^  has  been  noticed  in  the  third 
letter -,  and  is  too  contemptible  to  merit 
further  animadverfion  :  we  are  only  forry 
that  an  office,  inftituted  for  diftributing 
honours ,  fhould  be  dijhonoured  by  any  of 
its  members  diftributing  fcurrility — We 
will  not  deny  his  being  a  proper  compa- 
nion to  the  great  friends  and  relations  of 
Mrs,  Rudd,  in  Scotland,  but  regret  his 
concealing  their  names,  ox  honourable  em- 
ployments— as  fo,r  his  own  character, 
and  fo  much  boafted  rectitude  of  con- 
duel,  we  refer  to  Dr.  John  Roebuck, 
F.  R.  S.  whofe  fervant  he  lately  was  at 
the  Carron  works,  near  Gla%ow. 
Vol.  II.  O  Tliere 


There  is  another  perfon  equally  violent 
and  intemperate,  as  well  as  prodigal  of 
fcurrilous  abufe ;  but  whom  we  muft 
treat  with  more  lenity,  and  with  that 
regard  due  to  the  delicacy  of  the  fex,  tho* 
flic  herfelf  has  certainly  loft  all  fenfe  of 
delicacy  or  decency  of  manners.  Mrs. 
Rudd,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Brooke,  and 
now  with  the  editor,  makes  ufe  of  thefe 
bold  and  artful  expreffions. 


"  I  pray,  I  entreat  you,  to  Men  §nfy 
to  the  dictates  of  your  own  humane 
mind.  Do  not,  Oh,  don't  furTer  the  lpe- 
cious  artful  arguments  of  that  inhumane 
monfler,  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  to  biafs 
your  better  judgment.  I  know  he 
ftrongly  urges  you  to  profecute.  Blood, 
blood  or  money  will  alone  gratify  his 
Shylock  foul  and  infttiable  avarice  -9   he 

has 
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has  nothing  human  but  his  form,  for  his 
heart  and  conduct  is  favage  and  brutal  to 
excefs.  On  my  knees  I  fervently  befeech 
your  companion  and  your  attention  to 
my  requeft.  If  there  is  ought  in  my 
power,  whereby  I  can  make  you  a  full 
reftitntion  of  what  may  yet  be  unfettled, 
I  am  ready  to  do  it.*" 

Signed  M.  C.  Rudd. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      XXXIII. 

Madam, 

T  T  was  expedient  to  cloie  the  Lift  with 
-*-  an  abftrac!  from  one  of  our  heroine's 
manufcripts,  purpofely  given  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  her  chafte  mode  of  writing,  and 
to  convince  mankind  how  well  verfed  a 
a  lady  of  delicate  feelings  may  be  in  the 
rhetoric  and  language  of  B.lLnfgate.  It 
-will  likewiie  ft.ve  to  demonstrate,  how 
4n  artful  fyren  endeavoured  to  work  on  a 
gentleman's  feelings,  to  overlook  the 
punifliment  due  to  capital  offences,  and 
to  ftop  the  administration  of  criminal  juf- 
tice. 

The  letter  alluded  to,  was  wrote  pre- 
vious 
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vious  to  the  trial  of  the  Perreaus  ;  and 
there  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for 
the  contents,  or  why  an  impudent  profti- 
tute  fhould  aflame  the  liberty  of  calum- 
niating people  of  rank,  family  and  for- 
tune in  io  unmerited  a  manner,  but  ta 
indulge  the  natural  malignity  of  her  own 
diipofition. 

The  perfon,  who  has  the  honour  of 
being  more  immediately  the  object  of 
fuch  illiberal  language  and  abufe,  was 
certainly  an  entire  ftranger  to  our  heroine 
and  her  nominal  hi  (band  ;  and  had  never 
given  the  leaft  offence  or  umbrage  to  ei- 
ther.    He  had  indeed  been  a  great  friend 

to  Robert  Perrcau had  employed  him 

as  apothecary  for   feventeen   years,    and 
withal  had  the  goodnefs   to  recommend 
him  to  bufinefs  in  many  refpeftable  fa- 
milies. 
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milies.  But  in  grateful  return  for  fo  ma- 
ny inftances  of  friendfhip  and  benevo- 
lence, this  very  apothecary  repeatedly  ap- 
plied to  his  benefactor  for  capital  fums  of 
money  on  forged  bonds,  and  which  were 
fabricated  by  our  heroine. 

The  plaufible  ftories  and  glaring  falf- 
hoods,  which  the  apothecary  made  ufe 
of,  in  order  to  impofe  en  his  friends,  and 
to  raife  money  for  the  alley  and  other 
iniquitous  purpofes,  are  indelible  proofs 
of.  his  villainy  and  duplicity.  His  cre- 
dit in  a  profitable  profefnon,  as  well  as 
very  genteel  connexions,  precluded  every 
fuipicion  of  fraud  or  impofition  on  a 
circle  of  valuable  acquaintance.  Hence, 
they  always  wifhed  to  ferve  him ;  and 
had  not  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  the  hor- 
rid 
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rid  fchemes  in  agitation   to  injure   both 


themfelves  and  families 


Perfons  of  honour  and  integrity  con- 
fider  the  reft  of  their  fellow  creatures  as 
acting  from  motives  of  virtue  ;  and  iel- 
dom  apprehend  any  evil  defign  till  guilt 
and  villainy  tranfpire. — Yet  daily  expe- 
rience teftifies,  that  human  policy  in  thefe 
licentious  times  cannot  fecure  the  moft 
virtuous  againft  the  wiles  of  (harpers,  who 
are  continually  going  about  feeking 
whom  they  can  defraud  or  devour.  Nor 
can  innocence  or  public  fervrces  plead 
exemption  againft  virulent  afperfions  from 
knaves  and  proftitutes. 

Perhaps,  the  penal  laws  of  this  coun- 
try may  be  too  rigorous  in  fomc  inftan- 
ces,  and  againft  offences  of  a  nccefiitous 

com- 
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complexion.  But  when  fo  capital  a 
crime  as  that  of  forgery  is  publicly  de- 
tected, it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  ho- 
neft  member  of  fociety  to  bring  the  cul- 
prits to  the  tribunal  of  criminal  juftice. 
Whoever  acquiefces  in  fuch  cafes  from 
motives  of  lenity,  or  for  want  of  public 
fpirit,  is  a  traytor  to  the  laws  of  his 
country,  an  enemy  to  the  community 
and  to  the  intereft  of  individuals. 

As  foon  as  the  affair  of  the  Perreaus 
was  blown,  and  a  train  of  capital  for- 
geries publicly  difcovered,  and  in  which 
the  baronet's  property  was  materially  af- 
fected— it  was  natural  for  him,  and  for 
every  perfon  of  common  fenfe  to  purfue 
legal  meafures  to  recover  their  property. 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland  did  nothing  more 
—he  acted  on  the  flrict  principles  of  ho- 
nour 
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nour  and  juftice.  He  had  advanced  at 
different  times  capital  fums  on  common 
intereft,  and  ibme  without  any  intereft  at 
all,  in  order  to  oblige  and  accommodate 
his  apothecary  on  prefiing  applications, 
-and  whom  he  then  thought  an  honefi 
man. 

For  this  benevolent  conduct  he  ha* 
been  blamed  and  abufed  -,  but  with  how 
little  propriety  the  candid  reader  may 
judge  from  the  Appendix.  Yet  for  fuch 
wrongs  and  acts  of  injuftice  done  to  him* 
felf  and  family,  a  very  refpectable  cha- 
racter mult  be  abufed  at  any  rate  by  an 
impudent  proftitute,  and  myriads  of  vo- 
lunteers enlifled  in  the  fervice  of  a  fcan- 
dalous  caufe,    * 
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LETTER       XXXIV. 

Madam, 

'TP  H  E  feveral  inftances  adduced  of 
-*■  confummate  craft  and  fubtlety,  of 
gradual  hypocrify,  and  the  baled  falf- 
hoods  fabricated  by  a  woman — the  va- 
rious impofitions  fuccefsfully  praflifed 
on  perfons  of  every  age  and  complexion, 
and  the  fubiequent  train  of  miferies  en- 
tailed on  many  innocent  families — are 
the  diftinguifhins;  characteriftics  of  an 
nnblujhing  female. 

Though  there  cannot  a  doubt  remain 
with  the  unprejudiced  part  of  mankind, 
but  that  our  heroine  has  been  the  ruin  of 
many  individuals  \  yet  myriads   of  de- 
luded 
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« 

luded  advocates  would  flill  infinuate  the 
contrary,  and  that  a  profligate  woman 
acted  on  the  ftrict  principles  of  duty  and 
parental  affection — that  her  misfortunes 
are  not  merely  ideal  •,  and  that  the  de- 
voted infants  remain  a  melancholly  ex- 
ample of  their  plundered  mother — Ridi- 
culous nonfenfe  ! 

Thefe  volunteers  in  the  lervice  of  a 
bad  caufe,  further  fugged,  that  the  pu- 
blic may  well  allow  the  immaculate  fidelity 
of  that  character,  which  the  voice .  of 
envy  or  malevolence  cannot  contradict. 
There  is  no  bearing  fuch  bare-faced  af- 
fertions  and  wild  infinuations,  fo  inconfif- 
tent  .with  the  line  of  truth,  and  a  long 
chain  of  pofitive  facts — But  thefe  infinu- 
ations are  eafily  refuted. 

For 
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For  it  is  well  known  to  many  people 
of  credit  and  veracity,  that  ever  fince 
the  acquaintance  commenced  with  Daniel 
Perreau,  this  lady  of  immaculate  fidelity 
had  clandeftine  interviews  and  connexions 
with  feveral  peribns  both  young  and  old ; 
and  even  with  fome  at  the  connivance  of 
her  nominal  protector — Whenever  a  (late 
of  pregnancy  was  announced,  the  old 
woman,  as  the  credulous  Ifraelite  was  lu- 
dicroudy  chriftened,  was  made  to  believe 
that  he  was  the  father,  and  obliged  to 
make  iplendid  preparations  for  each  joy- 
ful event — not  only  for  the  birth  of  the 
firfi  bom,  as  mentioned  in  a  preceding 
letter,  but  for  all  the  fpuricus  off- 
fpring. 

The  innocent  infants  are  certainly  ob- 
jects of  charity  and  companion  ;  and  it 

is 
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is  devoutly  hoped  that  providence  will 
prove  their  bell  friend,  remove  them 
from  the  contagion  of  a  bad  example, 
and  by  no  means  lay  to  their  charge  the 
manifold  fins  of  the  mother!  Eat  how 
the  mother  mould  be  plunder edy  who  al- 
ways exifled  on  the  plunder  of  individu- 
als, and  the  dilapidations  of  the  public 
is  a  folccifm  indeed  ! 

If  the  fuppofed  father  was  of  a  gay  and 
an  ambitious  turn  -,  fond  of  drefs,  and  a 
fplendid  mode  of  living  ;  yet  he  mult 
be  deftitute  of  the  feelings  of  a  parent, 
as  well  as  totally  blind  to  his  own  intereft, 
to  permit  fuch  fcenes  of  grandeur,  diffi- 
pation,  and  extravagance  at  his  own  pe- 
ril. It  was  impoflible  to  expec"l  that  their 
mode  of  living  mould  be  fo  fupported, 
whatever  might  be    the   benevolence  of- 

unknown 
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unknown  benefactors,  and  the  donati- 
ons from  aerial  friends,  or  t^s  fuch 
benefactions  mould  be  continued  for- 
ever. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  nominal  protec- 
tor was  an  ambiguous  character,  if  we 
may  credit  his  biographer.  In  one  place 
{he  acknowledges  his  love,  his  fidelity, 
his  goodnefs  to  herfelf  and  little  ones. 
Never  father  was  fonder  of  his  children, 
nor  could  any  man  behave  better  to  wo- 
man than  he  did — Thefe  are  recommend- 
ing and  very  endearing  qualities. 

But  when  the  very  fame  individual  had 
paid  the  debt  of  nature  and  to  juftice, 
how  different  the  portrait ! — how  fevere 
the  fentiments  and  language  !  —  "  To 
trace  the  profligacy  of  Daniel  Perreau's 

character, 
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character,  would  be  to  purfue  a  path, 
terrifying  in  the  commencement,  dreary 
in  the  profecution,  and  deftructive  in  the 

end For  the  peace  of  his  cotemporary 

age,  for  the  example  of  fucceflive  po- 
flerity,  for  the  boaft  of  human  nature, 
let  us  fuppofe  no  fuch  character  to  have 
ever  exifted,  whole  happieft  monument 
muft  be  his  eternal  obicurity." 

How  are  the  public  to  believe  thefe 
accounts,  or  to  reconcile  fuch  contra- 
dictions of  the  fame  perfon,  and  by  the 
fame  biographer  ? — Surely,  the  author 
of  fuch  inconfiftencies  muft  be  the  moil 
abandoned  character  thai  ever  difgraced 
fociety,  and  the  mod  extraordinary  phe- 
nomenon that  appeared  in  human  na- 
ture ! 

We 
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We  will  fuppofe  for  a  moment,  that 
an  infatuated  affection  had  obfcured 
every  fpark  of  difcernment,  and  preclud- 
ed Perreau's  judgment  from  perceiving 
the  grofTeft  faults,  tho*  openly  expofed  to 
view.  That  his  credulity  made  him  a 
dupe  to  every  artifice,  and  his  endea- 
vours to  retain  an  exclufive  property,  al- 
lowed him  to  indulge  an  artful  proflitute 
in  every  extravagant  defire.  As  her  am- 
bition increafed,  fo  did  the  expences  ne- 
cefTary  to  fupport  it  -,  and  hence  an  un- 
thinking individual  was  prevailed  upon 
to  purchafe  a  large  houfe,  and  to  furnifh 
it  in  a  manner  fufficiently  elegant  for 
the  reception  of  a  peerefs.  There  the 
mod  heavy  expences  were  incurred,  and 
illegal  methods  wickedly  purfued,  and 
which  clofed  in  fuch  a  fatal  cataflrophe. 

Still 
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Still  a  deftructive  fyren  was  the  caufe 
— wiiofc  complexion  being  exceedingly 
pile,  no  arts  were  fpared  to  give  it  every 
aOlftance,  and  to  impofe  a  colour  which, 
nature  had  denied.  Hence,  rouge^  car- 
mine^  and  perfumes  in  abundance:  and 
it  is  a  fact  that  when  bank  notes  were  in 
plenty,  an  extravagant  woman  would 
fometimes  apply  them  for  the  moft 
ridiculous  purpofes.  Some  rouge  was 
once  folded  up  in  one  of  feventy  pounds, 
and  carelefly  flung  behind  the  fire, 
and  which  the  honefty  of  a  fervant  re- 
flored  to  a  ungrateful  miftrefs. 

Several  anecdotes  of  a  fimilar  nature 
might  be  produced.     But  for   the  credit 
of  human   nature,  and  the  peace  of  in- 
dividuals,   let    us    fincerely    hope    that 
Vol.  II.  Q  fuch 
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fuch    an  abandoned  woman  may  never 
cxift   again,    to   difturb  the  interefts  of 
fociety,    and  to  difgrace   the   annals   of 
this  or  any  other  country  on  the  face  of 
the  globe  I 


LETTER 
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LETTER       XXXV. 

Madam, 

TT  may  be  expected  before  we  difmifs 
an  abandoned  character,  that  we 
mould  point  out  the  many  females  who 
owe  their  ruin  as  well  as  feduction  from 
the  paths  of  virtue  to  an  unfortunate  ao 
quaintance  with  the  infamous  Mrs. 
Rudd.  There  are  feveral  very  intereft- 
ing  confiderations  againil  complying  with 
fuch  an  expectation.  To  be  explicit  on 
this  point,  would  prove  highly  cruel  and 
impolitic,  inconfiitent  with  the  prince 
pies  of  humanity  and  the  benevolent 
fpirit  of  Chriftianity. 

For   many  of  thofe  young   creatures, 

who 
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who  were  feduced  by  the  arts  of  our  he- 
roine, have  feen   the  folly  and  the  error 
of  their  ways,  have    retrieved   the   fal'fe 
flep  in  time,   and  are  now  reclaimed  to 
the  paths  of  honefty  and  virtuous  induf- 
try.    To  expatiate  on  the  various  fchemes 
artfully  contrived   to   trepan  innocence, 
is  a  difagreeable  fubject,  and  always  to 
be   waved,,  when   it  can    be   done  with 
propriety.     May   the   peace   of  families 
remain    undifturbed  !  —  and   may   indivi- 
duals enjoy  a  fortunate  ignorance  ! 

It  is  painful  for  a  benevolent  mind  to 
reflect  on  the  gloomy  fituation  of  fome^ 
and  the  infatuation  of  ethers — who  by 
their  own  mifconduct,  or  the  folicitations 
of  an  artful  acquaintance,  have  reduced 
themfelves  to  a  more  deplorable  condi- 
tion than  that  of  the  beads  which  perifh. 

Folly 


[      "9     1 

Folly  feems  to  be  the  lot  of  humanity, 
whether  it  arifes  in  the  flowery  paths  of 
pleafure,  or  from  the  gratification  of  ir- 
regular pafllons  and  criminal  purfuits. 

It  is  certain  that  our  heroine  has  no 
notion  of  any  moral  duty  or  religious 
obligation,  and  never  acted  on  commen- 
dable principles.  She  has  always  led  a 
mere  animal  life,  like  the  brute  creation, 
and  like  them  will  one  day  make  a  fimi- 
lar  exit.  Whether  the  vital  principle 
which  now  actuates  a  frail  and  perifhabli 
frame — will  be  amenable  to  a  future  tri- 
bunal, for  a  feries  of  iniquitous  tranfac- 
tions,  and  committed  by  one  in  the  fhape 
of  a  woman — is  an  enquiry  of  too  ferious 
a  nature  for  a  lady  of  delicate  feelings. 
A  perfon  endowed  with  a  fukUmity  of foul \ 
added  to  a  refinement  of  fentirnent,  could 

never 
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never  bear  the  intrufion  of  fuch  vulgar 
reflections  as  thefe.  She  has  long  ago 
adopted  the  Epicurean  motto — "  Let  us 
cheat  and  be  merry,  for  to-morrow  will 
be  as  to-day." 

The  antients  with  peculiar  beauty 
have  fomewhere  defcribed  Love  under  the 
appearance  of  a  beautiful  infant,  tran- 
fported  with  virtuous  and  juvenile  a- 
muiements  •,  very  delicate  and  tender; 
a  ftranger  to  fraud  and  mifchief,  injuflice 
or  remorfe — its  pleafures  gentle  and  in- 
nocent. 

They  have  given  a  reprefentation  of 
another  paflion  too  grofs  to  be  menti- 
oned :  but  which  according  to  the  faflii- 
on  and  ufage  of  modern  times,  may  not 
improper] y  be  .termed  Gallantry.    This  is 

reprefented 
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reprefented  under   the  figure  of  a  fatyr, 
who  has  more  of  the  brute  than   of  the 

human    fpecies    in   his  compofition • 

This  fabulous  animal  is  always  endea- 
vouring to  gratify  its  appetite  with  the 
poffefiion  of  the  object  which  appears 
moil  lovely  in  its  enimation — A  paf- 
fion  founded  m  injuftice,  fupported  by 
deceit,  and  attended  by  remorfe,  jea- 
loufy  and  contempt.  Can  fuch  a  paffion 
be  pleafing  or  fatisfaclory  to  a  virtuous 
mind  I — Such  is  the  attendant  on  all 
promifcuous  amours  or  illicit  engage- 
ments. And  fuch  the  ultimate  comfort 
anfing  to  a  woman  of  a  libidinous  difpO- 
fition  ! 

But  let  us  change  the  difmal  f<?cne-, 
and  turn  to  a  virtuous  couple,  attached 
to  each  other  by  mutual  affection,  and 

who 
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v/ho  lead  a  life  of  mutual  love.  Can 
fancy  paint,  or  imagination  conceive 
an  higher  felicity,  than  the  blending  of 
their  interefts  and  lives  in  fuch  an  union? 
The  one  has  the  pleafure  of  giving  the 
lad  teftimony  of  his  confidence  and 
cfteem,  and  the  other  in  return,  commits 
her  peace  and  liberty  to  his  protection. 
Can  they  exchange  more  dear  and  affecti- 
onate pledges  ? 

When  a  couple,  who  entertain  fuch 
rational  fentiments,  are  united  by  indif- 
foluble  bonds,  all  nature  fmiles  upon 
them,  and  the  mod  common  objects  ap- 
pear delightful.  Such  a  life  muft  prove 
infinitely  more  happy,  as  well  as  more  vo- 
luptuous, than  the  mofl  ravifhing  and  beft 
regulated  gallantry.     Adieu   to  all  illicit 

amours, 
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amours,  and  fcenes  of  intrigue  }  may  no 
wicked  fiend  approach  to  difturb  the  har- 
mony of  a  virtuous  pair,  ever  advancing 
and  employed  in  rational  amufements,  or 
intellectual  improvements ! 


Vol.  II.  R  LETTER 
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LETTER      XXXVI 


Madam, 

rTPHE  life  of  our  heroine  is  a  paradox 
in  human  nature.  But  her  whole 
conduct  while  connected  with  the  Per- 
reaus,  is  fuch  a  farce  as  was  never  re- 
prefented  on  any  ftage,  and  almoft  an 
inconfiftency  in  human  life.  Impoftors 
ieldom  difpute  the  veracity  of  thofe 
whom  they  wifh  to  deceive,  and  confe- 
quently  never  return  difagreeable  an- 
fwers. 


Mr.  Robert  Perreau  the  apothecary, 
knew  that  his  brother  had  no  fortune  or 
property,  notwithftanding  appearances, 
and  his  fplendid  manner  of  living ;  he 

was 
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was  withal  no  flranger  to  the  character 
of  Mrs.  Rudd,  cr  the  terms  on  which 
fhe  cohabited  with  his  brother,  and  yet 
he  coincided  with  all  their  iniquitous 
fchemes.  Thefe  circumftances  in  fome 
degree  illuftrate  their  feveral  characters. 
We  mi] ft  now  bring  thefe  perfons  on  the 
fcene  together,  like  the  dramatis  perfon*9 
at  the  end  of  the  laft  act. 

Our  heroine,  being  an  adept  in  every 
fpecies  of  iniquity  and  deception,  puffed 
her  great  connexions  with  aerial  friends, 
produced  vifiting  cards  from  many  illuf- 
trious  perfonages  whom  fhe  never  knew 
but  by  name  •,  and  ibmetimes  carried 
home  comfortable  fums  extorted  from 
amorous  dotards.  In  proportion  to  the 
loffes  inccrre  in  the  Alley,  larger  fums 
were  in  immediate  requeft ;  and  her  col- 
leagues 
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leagues  were  perfectly  indifferent  by 
what  means  they  could  be  procured. 
Hence  our  heroine  had  recourfe  to  forge 
bonds  in  order  to  raife  large  fums  on  the 
credit  of  refponfible  perfons,  and  to 
plunder  honefh  individuals  of  their  pro- 
perty. 

Daniel  Perreau  was  known  to  be  a 
/windier,  and  no  one  would  truft  him 
with  any  thing  confiderable  on  his  own 
fecurity.  But  he  lived  for  years  like  a 
man  of  opulence,  and  fat  down  to  dinner 
with  as  many  fharpers  as  chofe  to  keep 
him  company.  His  brother  the  apothe- 
cary was  in  genteel  bufinefs,  and  iup- 
pofed  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  acquiring  a 
fortune-,  yet  both  were  impoflors—  both 
Were  defperate  adventurers. 

I    •  Had 
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Had  the  cafe  been  otherwife,  it  would 
have  been  impofiible  to  believe  that  a 
woman,  whom  they  knew  to  be  a  com- 
mon proftitute,  could  by  honeft  means 
procure  them  fuch  fums  of  money  ;  nor 
were  they  ignorant  that  all  fhe  had  told 
them,  was  a  grofs  falfhood.  In  fhort, 
each  of  the  parties  fuffered  themfelves.to 
be  deceived,  or  intended  to  deceive  the 
other. 

In  all  their  deiperate  adventures  in  the 
Alley,  or  elfewherc,  they  went  hand  in 
hand  together  ^  and  after  every  charitable 
allowance  for  the  whole  of  their  conduct, 
it  is  evident  that  the  fate  which  they  ex- 
perienced was  merited  and  juft.  They 
dared,  indeed,  in  the  very  hour  of  death, 
to  make  a  mockery  of  religion  ;  and 
though  ccnfcious  of  guilt,   and   the  hei- 

noufnefs 
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noufnefs  of  their  impofitions,  they  endea- 
voured to  demonftrate  their  innocence  to 
the  world.  Thus  the  vengeance  of  hea- 
ven and  of  violated  laws,  have  overtaken 
the  two  brothers :  and  here  let  us  flop 
the  enquiry. 

Why  providence  has  permitted  the 
principal  in  a  train  of  capital  forgeries 
to  efcape  a  fimilar  cataftrophe,  is  not  for 
human  forefight  or  fagacity  to  determine. 
No  doubt  but  that  me  is  referved  for 
fomething  of  a  fimilar  nature.  Perhaps, 
her  ingenuity  and  diabolical  genius  may 
direct  her  to  perpetrate  new  fcenes  of  vil- 
lainy, and  the  fame  coniequences  may 
follow.  She  has  already  been  the  ruin 
of  many  ufeful  fubjects,  and  probably 
will  prove  the  deftruction  of  feveral 
more. 

In 
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In  an  age  fo  polite  and  enlightened  as 
the  prefent,  it  is  the  fafhion  with  the 
libertines  of  both  fexes,  to  fhake  off  the 
mean  prejudices  of  nature  and  education. 
Our  heroine  has  been  often  heard  biaf- 
phemoufly  to  harangue  on  the  moil  feri- 
ous  fubjecls  •,  and  to  difclaim  every  idea 
of  immortality,  a  future  ftate,  and  all 
fuch  vulgar  errors.  However,  accord- 
ing to  her  own  creed,  we  would  caution 
her  to  confider,  that  if  the  human  race 
were  created  by  chance,  if  the  world 
was  made  by  chance,  and  every  thing 
elfe  was  made  by  chance — there  may  alio 
be  an  hell  by  chance ! 

Her  hairs  are  now  grown  gray  with 
iniquity  •,  and  the  fmali  pretenfions  to 
beauty  or  an  elegant  figure  entirely  va- 
niflied.     If  fhe   (hould  long  furvive,  or 

efcape 
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dcape  the  cataftrophe  of  her  late  col- 
leagues  it    is   highly   probable   that 

like  a  certain  lady,  once  as  celebrated, 
but  of  more  humanity,  fhe  may  finifh 
her  life,  begging  for  a  morfel  of  bread  at 
the  end  of  fome  dirty  Alley  ! 
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APPENDIX. 

\  I  ^HESE  three  Swindlers  it  is  notori- 
■*     ous    began   forging,    uttering   and 
publishing  their  bonds  much  fooner  than 
the  editor  can  trace  :    For  it  appears  by- 
Daniel  Perreau^s  book  of  accounts,    that 
before  the  firft  money  borrowed  of  Mr. 
Milles   the  banker,    which  was  on  the 
1 8th  of  April  J774,  feveral  large  fums 
were  raifed  in  the  year  lyjg — but  how, 
and  from  whom,  is  in  the  womb  of  time. 
Certain   it  is,    that  Daniel  Perreau,   in 
Sept.  1 77  j,    was  obliged,  in  great  hafte 
to  quit  London,  and  go  over  to  France : 
and  from  Paris  he  immediately  writes  to 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Perreau,  (alias   Mrs.  Rudd) 
at  Mrs.  Temmifon's  in  Pall- Mall  Court, 
dated  the  8th  day  of  Sept.  1773 — This 
Vol.  II.  S  letter 
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letter  is  now  with  the  Editor,   as  well  as 
the  books  of  Account: 

• 

"  The  pod  is  come  in,    and  no  letter 
"  for  me — what  mall  I  judge  of  this — I 

"  am  really  miferable  about  it a  thou- 

cc  fand  perplexing  thoughts  crowd  my 
*c  mind,  and  make  me  wretched — what 
<c  I  mod  fear  is,  that  things  are  not 
"  agreeable  to  you  in  London,  and  fome- 
ct  thing  dreadful  has  happened.  I  have 
"  not  had  a  moment's  quiet  fince  I  left 
"  Poland  ftreet,  but  am  thrown  into  the 
"  utmoft  confufion — furely  you  will  not 
cc  keep  the  worfl  that  could  happen  from 


What  happened  in  Poland  ftreet  is  bed 
known  to  Mrs.  Rudd. 
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